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PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


dMERICAX  COLOXIZATIOX  SOCIETY, 


AT    THEIR 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


This  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Hall  nf  the  Tlouse  of  Represen- 
tatives, in  Washington  City,  on  Wednestlaj  evening,  the  19th 
of  January,  1831.  A  great  number  assembled  on  this  occasion, 
and  on  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie,  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer,  one 
of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society,  took  the  Chair  a  little 
before  seven  o'clock. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared  and  took  their  seats  as 
Delegates: 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  New  Hampshire. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Bell. 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  New  York. 

Gerkit  Smith,  Es    . 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  Pennsylvania. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Hf.mi-hill  and  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq. 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  North  Carolina. 

Gen.  BAKRiNfiKu,  and  Governor  Iredell. 

From  the  CaldwtU  Colonization  Society,  Kentucky. 

The  Hon.  ('.  Lyon. 

From  the  Meadville  Culunization  Society,  Pennsylvania. 

The  Hon.  'i"Mo>i.\s  H.  Sill. 


IV 

From  the  Slate  Colonization  Society,  Vermont. 

The  lion.  II.  Seymovh,  and  Hon.  B.  Smith. 

From  the  Auxiliary  Society,  Delaware. 

The  Hon.  Arnold  Navdaix. 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  Ohio. 

Tho  lion.  Juilj^e  liiRXEXT,  and  J.  G.  IJexham,  Esq. 

Prom  the  Canficld  Colonization  Society,  Ohio. 

'J'he  Hon.  Elisha  AVuitilksey. 

From  the  Nejvark  Colonization  Society,  Neic  Jersey. 

The  Hon.   Thkodoue  Fuelixghutsen. 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  Connecticut. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Vorxc,  and  Hon.  Mr.  Ingkrsoll. 

From  the  Sji  ring  field  Colonization  Society,  3Iassaehuset4s. 

T!ie  Hon.  Mr.  Bates. 

From  the  JIuxiliary  Society,  Alexandria,  D.  C. 

The  Rpv.  Mr.  Haukison,  and  Rev.  ^Ir.  Counelivs. 

From  the  Auxiliary  Society,  (icorgctown,  D.  C. 

Jor.L  Chvttekden',  Esq.,  Robert  P.  Duxlop,  Esq.,  and  Thomas 

TvRXER,  Esq. 

The  Annual  Report  uas  read  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Gurley. 

Elliott  Cressox,  Es(|.  of  Thiladclphia,  then  rose  and  said, 

Mr.  PnEsiDKST: 

IJcfore  ofTcring  tlie  resolution  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  let  me  beg  the 
friends  of  this  noble,  this  llodlike  charity,  to  persevere  in  labours  which 
have  already  been  crowned  with  a  success  far  beyond  the  most  sanguine 
."inticlpations  of  its  most  devoted  friends.  Only  nine  years  have  elapsed 
sinee  the  little  band  of  Colonists  landed  on  the  Cape,  and  a  nation  has 
already,  at  your  bidding,  sprang  into  existence — a  nation  destined  to  se- 
cure to  Ethiopia,  the  fulfilment  of  the  glorious  prophecy  made  in  her  be- 
half: for  already  have  two  of  her  Kings  thrown  down  their  crowns  at  the 
feet  of  the  infant  republic,  and  formed  with  her  a  holy  alliance — not  such 
as  the  despots  of  the  Old  World  have  dignified  with  that  proud  name, 
while  forging  new  chains  for  their  miserable  subjects — but  for  the  holy 
purpose  of  exchanging  the  guilty  traffic  in  human  flesh  and  blood  for 
legitmiate  commerce — equal  laws — civilization  and  religion.  Already 
"From  many  an  ancient  river,  from  many  a  palmy  plain, 
They  call  us  to  deliver  their  land  from  error's  chain." 
They  now  ask  for  schools — factories — churches.  Nearly  2000  freemen  have 
kindled  a  beacon  fire  at  Monrovia,  to  cast  a  broad  blaze  of  light  into  the 
dark  recesses  of  that  benighted  land: — and  although  much  pains  has  been 


taken  to  overrate  the  co'^t,  r>nil  iindorvnliie  the  rnsulf;,  yet  tlic  nnnal?  of 
colonization  may  be  triumphantly  cliallcng-cil  for  a  parallel.  Five  years 
of  preliminary  operations  were  requisite  for  svirvcyiiifj  tlic  coast — propiti- 
ating the  natives — and  seloctinp  tlic  most  eligible  site; — numerous  agents 
were  subsequently  cmplnyeil — ships  cbartcrcil — tlic  forest  cleared; — 
schools — Victories — hospitals— churches— povernment  buildings  and  dwell- 
ings erected,  and  the  many  expenses  requisite  here,  defrayed— and  yet,  for 
every  ?50  expended  by  our  Society  from  its  commencement,  we  liave  not 
only  a  settler  to  show,  but  an  ample  and  fertile  territory  in  reserve,  where 
our  future  emigrants  may  sit  under  their  own  vines  and  fig  trees  with  none 
to  make  them  afraid.  During  the  last  year,  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  the 
united  expenditures,  in  effecting  these  objects,  has  been  exported  by  tlie 
colonists;  and  from  IMiiladelphia  alone,  11  vessels  have  sailed,  three  of  them 
chartered  througli  the  efTorts  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  Society,  and  bearing  to 
the  land  of  their  forcfatlicrs  a  large  number  of  slaves  manumitted  by  tlie 
benevolence  of  their  late  owners. — A  .sinL;-lc  incident  will  tell  the  feeling 
of  these  happy  people — One  of  them  in  taking  leave  of  r.apt.  Sherman  at 
the  Cape,  begged  him  to  assure  their  friends  and  benefactors  that  if  it 
pleased  tlie  Almighty  to  prolong  their  existence  to  old  age,  they  could 
not  be  sufficiently  grateful  to  liim  and  to  tliem  for  the  happy  asylum  provi- 
ded for  them — and  declared  that  lie  could  never  before  comprehend  why  the 
blood  and  tears  of  poor  Africa  had  been  thus  long  permitted  to  be  so 
lavishly  poured  out — but  that  the  problem  was  now  solved — Liberia 
had  already  paid  the  debt! — Go  on,  gentlemen,  with  this  noble  work — 
and  the  patriot — the  philanthropist — the  christian — even  the  selfish  cal- 
culator will  support  you.  Even  now  do  the  wants  of  this  young  nation 
demand  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  packets  to  sail  every  three  or  four 
months,  and  for  this  purpose,  depend  upon  it,  the  funds  will  be  liberally 
gmnted. — Connecticut  in  1828  commenced  with  a  contribution  of  S200 — in 
1830  she  increased  it  to  $1200;  and  if  we  become  not  weary  in  well  doing, 
New  England  will  arise  in  the  majesty  of  her  strength,  and  pour  into  our 
Treasury  a  generous  portion  of  her  wealth. 

lie  then  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

Rtsolvcd,  That  thn  thanks  of  this  S')ri<-ly  li.-  ]iri-scnti  i\  to  its  Onicci--;  for  the  faith- 
ful ijiaiincr  in  whirh  thi-ir  duticH  liavi-  bi-i-n  piTforniid  dtiriiii;  tin-  year,  aiul  for  ihu 

Rc)>orljii.<lri.!ul,  and  that  thin  R'-jiorl  lu'  [iriiil'  d. 

The  Hon,  Mr.  \N'ii,soN-,of  Marylarnl,  tlicn  aildressed  the  Chair, 
Mr.  PiiKsiiiEXT:  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  Resolution,  which  1  beg  leave  to 
move.  It  grows  out  of  a  melancholy  event  of  the  y^ar  just  passed  by  and 
gone.  \Villi  lliat  year,  bus  passed  from  time  into  eternity,  an  intimate 
and  mucli-valued  fricn.l  <'f  mine.  That  friend.  Sir,  w.is  also  a  friend  of 
this  Institutiun. 

■^Vhcn  it  was  firvt  .suggested  that  such  an  Institution  as  this  should  be 
called  into  existence — hi.s  mind,  «trong  by  nature,  and  hig'.ily  cultivated 
!)j  eduration.  Immediately  .s.iw  in  prosjuct,  a  wiv  open;ng  for  thf  ame- 


r.oratiun  of  the  conJilion  of  a  JistresioJ,  degraded,  porlion  of  our  popu- 
lation.    He  ul>io  saw  in  distant  view,   tlie   means  in  embryo,  by  which 
the  political,  moral,  and  relig^ious  character  of  afflicted,  benighted  Africa 
might  possibly  be  improved. 

The  moment  his  mind  became  convinced — such  was  the  moral  struc- 
ture of  his  heart — lie  took  a  prompt  and  zealous  agency  in  forwarding 
the  great  benevolent  objects  of  this  Society. 

You,  Sir,  cannot,  nor  can  any  one,  who  liears  the  sound  of  my  voice, 
be  at  a  hiss,  as  to  the  individual  to  whom  I  allude. 

It  is  the  late  much-lamentcil  William  II.  I'it/.hiuii,  one  of tlie  Vice- 
Presidents  of  this  Society. 

He  is  gone — and  by  that  dispensation  of  divine  wisdom,  to  our  Imiited 
view,  great — great  indeed — is  our  loss. 

I  ki-.ew  him  well,  and  all  who  knew  him,  bore  chcerftil  testimony  to  his 
worlii. 

Intelligent — ar.livc — blessed  with  a  large  fortune — with  a  suavity  of 
manners,  equalled  by  few  and  surpassed  by  none — he  was  useful  in  his 
day;  and  you,  Sir,  who  knew  him  well,  will  bear  me  out,  when  I  say,  that 
if  his  life  had  been  spared,  he  bid  fair  to  expand  the  sphere  of  his  useful- 
ness, and  to  become  one  of  the  ornaments  of  this  favored  land. 

But,  Sir,  the  heart  which  once  animated  this  excellent  man,  and  which 
throbbed,  at  all  times,  so  warmly  In  the  cause  of  luimanity,  will  now  beat 
no  more  forever. 

It  has  gone! — Oh  where  has  it  gone?  Gone,  I  trust,  to  join  its  kindred 
spirits — the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect. 

He  has  left  behind,  many  who  bemoan  his  loss.  Alas!  Sir,  the  first 
upon  my  afTccllonate  recollection,  is  the  lovely  tender  partner  of  his  bo- 
som. The  next,  in  order,  impressed  upon  my  memory,  is  the  interesting 
circle  of  family  friends — nor  friends  more  amiable  and  estimable,  man 
ever  had. 

Let  us  mingle  our  sympathies  with  theirs,  for  the  loss  of  such  a  man. 

As  a  testimonial  thereof,  permit  me  to  .isk,  that  tlie  resolution  which  I 
now  hand  to  the  Secretary  may  be  placed  upon  our  records. 

I  move  the  same,  and   can  only  add,  that  I  anticipate  its  immediate, 

unanimous,  and  unhesitating  adoption. 

Resoh-ed,  That  this  Institution  is  deeply  afflicted  by  the  death  of  Wilharn  H. 
Fitihueh,  K'q.  one  of  its  Vice-Presidents,  and  that  it  will  cherish  an  afTi'ctionate 
mnembraiicc  of  his  eminent  private  .nnd  public  virtues,  .ind  his  distinguished  ex- 
rrlions  in  aid  of  the  African  cause. 

AVhen  tl\e  Resolution  was  about  to  be  put  to  the  vote,  Mr. 
Cl'stis,  of  Arlington,  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  as  follows: 

Sin:  Before  the  Resolution  you  hold  in  your  hand  is  offered  to  the 
unanimous  approval  of  this  Meeting,  I  crave  the  privilege  of  uttering  a 
few  words  in  discharge  of  the  solemn  duty  I  owe  to  the  memory  of  him. 


who  i»  now  Uic  being'  of  otiicr  worlds.  Sir,  out  iol  liab  liillcii  on  calairii- 
toiis  tinjes — for  scarcely  li!\d  wc  dolled  Our  niotjrninp  garments  for  our 
\  cnerated  President,*  who  so  long^  iind  so  worthily  filled  our  Ciiair,  and 
who  hore  liis  illustrious  name,  with  many  of  the  hiyh  di^jnitics,  and  all  the 
mild  charities  of  life,  pure  and  "time  honored"  to  the  grave — than  v.i- 
must  again  assume  the  insignia  of  sorrow;  for  lol  tlie  "insatiate  archer" 
hath  sped  another  shall,  and  another  of  our  chiefs  is  hurried  to  an  un 
timely  tomb. 

Sir,  I  did  not  rise  to  pronounce  llie  culogium  of  our  lamented  friend. 
It  will  be  found  written  in  the  hearts,  and  can  be  read  in  the  eyes,  of  his 
countrymen;  yet,  as  I  knew  him  well,  ass  I  loved  him  well,  Sir;  as  he  was 
near  to  me,  as  he  was  dear  to  mo,  Sir;  I  thus  humbly  perform  my  last 
melancholy  duty;  and  thougli  no  praise  of  ours  can  r.ow  benefit  him,  he 
eontmues  to  benefit  us  by  the  force  of  his  bright  example. 

He  was  one  of  the  earliest,  most  zealous,  and  most  faithful,  among  the 
many  ^ealouaand  faithful  laborers,  in  our  common  vineyard.  He  spared 
neither  his  time  nor  talents  in  the  service  of  our  cause,  and  by  his  last  will 
atvl  testament,  has  left  an  imperishable  monument  to  his  friendship  and 
•ympathy  for  tlie  cause  of  the  whole  African  race.  Yen,  Sir,  and  when 
in  long  distant  day,  powerful  Liberia,  in  the  pride  and  enjoyment  of  eve- 
ry freedom  and  happiness,  shall  erect  in  hercapilol,  tal)Iets  of  gratitude, 
in  memory  of  her  early  benefactors,  the  name  of  InzHLcu  will  be  graven 
thereon,  in  characters  of  pure  and  higii  relief- 

The  Resolution  was  unaiiimouslv  adopted. 

Gkruit  Smiih,  Esq.  of  New  York,  then  addie^^eil  tiie  (liiaii 
Hi  follows: 

Mr.  Prlsidb^t:  The  oh  jectoftiie.Vmericnn  Colonization  Society  is  to  ic- 
move  from  our  country  to, Africa  our  present  and  future  free  coloured  popula- 
tion. 1  hope  I  sliall  not  i)e  thought  to  have  lost  sight  ofthis  object,  if  I  make 
Africa  the  principal  theme  of  my  remarks.  Thin  will  not  be  thought  out  of 
place,  to  those  who  expect  great  blessings  to  flow  from  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  object  of  tlie  Society;  and  such  as  may  agree  with  me, 
in  tiie  opinion,  that  these  blessings  must  reflect  a  favourable  influence  on 
the  direct  operations  of  the  Soci'jty,  will  consitler  Africa  to  be  a  subject 
not  only  excusable,  but  eminently  suited  to  this  occasion.  The  History 
of  its  better  and  brighter  days  sometimes  exerts  a  redeeming  influence  on 
a  nation.  It  is  to  the  burning  History  of  Ancient  (ircece,  more  than  to 
all  other  causes,  that  modern  Greece  is  indebted  for  the  spirit  of  liberty 
and  improvement  with  which  she  is  inspired.  And  why  may  not  Africa, 
roused  at  the  thought  of  her  ancient  glory,  endeavour  to  recover  her  ele 
ration'  Her  past  History  should  interest  the  nations  in  her  welfare,  and 
refute  the  wicked  charge  of  the  natural  inferiority  of  her  children.  Af- 
rica was  not  always  as  she  now  is.     lithe   light  of  science  ahone  not  ear- 


*  r,n  H  >i\    .  BuiHROD  WASHtxaroN,  first  President  of  the  Colinii/^iiim  Sutirt*. 
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liost  ill  I'-gypt,  yd  lor  cciiluries  it  slioiie  only  llicie.  Tlic  roiijiis  ot  ilur 
Plulcmies  form  :i  bii£,'ht  period  in  her  aniuil.-i.  Alfxaiulriu,  lier  l.ilji-aiy 
and  .Scholars  were  well  known  to  tlie  worlil,  Curlliiiije  stood  prominent 
amonjj  the  empires  of  anliqiiily,  and  her  importnnce  is  l)rictly  attested 
in  the  "delenda  est  Cartluiijo,"  so  often  prorrounccd  in  tlie  lloman  Senate. 
Nor  siiould  we  omit  to  mention,  thattlie  mild  bean\s  of  Christianity,  once 
^hone  upon  Africa.  Strangle  as  it  may  seem,  not  a  few  of  tlie  Fathers  of 
the  church,  Cyprian,  Aiig-ustin,  and  TcrtuUian  were  Africav.s,  and  her 
ecclesiastical  councils  were  attended  uy  hundreds  of  bishops. 

We  have  glanced  at  Africa  as  she  was,  kt  us  now  look  at  her  as  she  is. 
What  contribution  has  she  brought  for  tlie  last  thousand  years  to  the  arts 
or  the  sciences^  Has  a  single  valuable  book,  during  that  long  period,  been 
printed  in  Africa'  Iler  moral  and  intellectual  state  is  more  cheerless 
than  her  deserts,  for  in  tliese  we  sec  some  oaacs,  some  cool  and  verdant 
spots;  but  her  mind  is  a  total  waste,  presenting  a  desolation  without  one 
redeeming  feature.  The  agency  of  steam  in  propelling  boats  would  seem 
as  supernatural  in  Africa,  as  did  the  ships  of  Columbus  to  the  Aborigines 
of  this  new  world.  What  part  has  she  in  commerce?  Her  barbarism 
has  rendered  her  soil  almost  as  useless  as  though  the  ocean  had  been  per- 
mitted to  roll  over  it. 

We  may  form  some  idea  of  the  loss  incurred  by  Africa  on  account  of 
her  moral  wasle,  by  conjecturing  what  would  be  the  loss  were  all  Europe 
to  be  reduced  to  the  state  in  which  Africa  is  exhibited  to  our  view.  To 
have  one-fourth  of  the  soil  uncultivated,  and  a  great  part  of  her  population 
unemployed  or  uselessly  employed,  would  be  a  mighty  drawback  on  her 
revenue,  a  drawback  to  which  her  philanthropists  and  economists  would 
never  be  reconciled. 

But  we  are  not  concerned  to  look  at  the  process  by  which  Africa  has 
been  reduced  to  her  present  degradation;  but  we  are  deeply  concerned  to 
know  how  she  may  be  raised.  What  agency  are  we  bound  to  employ 
to  eflect  this  object^ 

lam  well  aware,  that  in  the  eyes  of  many,  all  eflbrts  for  the  hc.ithen 
are  considered  as  the  results  of  fanaticism,  and  knight  errantry,  which 
overlook  plain  duties  to  sally  forth  to  labour  at  impracticable  objects  of 
good.  If  there  be  any  within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  who  look  with  con- 
tempt upon  all  efforts  to  enlighten  and  civilize  heathen  nations,  we  admit 
that  they  have  no  sympathies  which  we  can  hope  to  reach.  Their  charity 
begins  and  ends  at  home.  IJut  some,  I  trust,  (and  all  Christians  should 
be  such)  have  a  sympathy  as  wide  as  the  world.  There  is  not  a  child  of 
Adam  so  remote,  as  to  fall  without  its  range. 

Rut  to  return  from  this  digression;  let  us  inquire  how  Africa  is  to  be 
raistd  from  her  degradation — to  be  awakened  from  her  moral  death;  and 
what  part  in  cfTecting  this  work.  Providence  has  assigned  to  us. 

Whatever  means  may  be  employed;  >ve  maintain,  must  be  such  as  to 
uccomprnh  the  abolition   of  the  slave  trade,  or  they  will  fail;  and   both 


IX 

America  and  Africa  indicate  that  vrc  arc  called  on  by  Providence  lo  em- 
ploy llie  nii-ans  and  accomplish  tlie  work,     (iootl,  it  is  true,  may  be  done 
wiiile  the  slave  trade  continues,  because  it  has  been  done.       Missionaricu 
have  carried  Uie  relig-ion  of  Jesus  to  some  of  her  tribes,  and  the  redeem- 
ed both  on  earth  and  in  heaven,  attest  that  they  have  not  carried  it  in  vain. 
Instances  are  not  wanting-  of  Africans,  over  whose  brutal  and  ferocious  fea- 
tures civilization  had  never  shed  one  softening;  ray,  wiio  have  surrendered 
themselves  up  to  the  pure  and  peaceful  influences  of  oar  religion.     The 
tig-er  has  as  much    pity  as    had  old  Africaner,    yet  he  became  one  of  the 
loveliest  specimens  of  Christian  character.    Still  the  g-ood  which  has  been 
efTected,  and  we  give  full  credit  for  it  all,  has  been  occasional  and  local, 
and  had  no  permanent  bearing  on  the  great  mass  of  the  population.     As 
long  as  the  slave  trade  shall  continue,  a  sense  of  the  insecurity  of  life  and 
property  perv.ading-  the  minds  of  the  African  people,  will  frustrate  our  en- 
deavours to  civilize  them.     Kven  in  our  own  country,  wc  find  the  march 
of  improvement  slow  and  difficult,  anil  it  would  cease  but  for  the  security 
of  life  and  property.  Africa  may  be  compared  to  a  family  which  suspends 
all  improvement  while  a  law  suit  is  pending,  or  disease  threatens  the  life 
of  one  of  its  prominent  membcni.  Even  in  our  own  happy  country,  (hap- 
py far  beyond  any  which  the  sun  shines  on)  the  kind   mother  ventures  to 
leave  her  house  with  none  in  it  but  lier  infant  in  its  cradle,  and  the  family 
lie  down  to  sleep  with  unbolted  doors.  And  why'  'Tis  because  the  shield 
of  the  laws  is  over  her  inf.int,  and  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  is  the 
protection  of  the  family.     Look  at  Africa,  and  you  see  a  perfect  contrast. 
What  more  common  scene  there,  than  that  of  a  neighbourhood  filled  with 
horror  and  dismay,  villages  surprised  and  fired; — the  inhabitants,  while 
the  conflagration  glares  upon  them — some  perishing — some  escaping, — 
others  more  ill-fated,  bound  and  on  their  way  to  the  slave  ship,  which  lies 
waiting  to  receive  them.     We  sympathize  with  good  old  Jacolj,  bereaved 
and  afflicted,  when  his  son  was  sold  into  slavery.     But  have  we  no  hearts 
for  the  thousands  of  Jacobs  in  Africa,  who  are  lamenting  that  Joseph  is  not, 
and  Simeon   is   not,  and   that  Benjamin,  too,  the  man  stealer  has  taken 
away.     Mothers,   so  alive  to  sympathy,  how  many   Rachels  in  Africa  are 
now  weeping  and  refusing   to  be  comforted,  because  their  children  are 
not,  the  man  stealer  h.as  taken  them  away '     Wc  have  asylums  for  orphans, 
But  who  shall  gather  the  uncounteil  orphans  of  Africa'     Melhinks  if  wc 
could  pass  over  Africa  we  should  see  many  chihlren  weeping   over  the 
ashes  of  their  houses,  or  laying  their  heads   at    the  feet  of  their  beautiful 
palm  trees  to  weep  over  murdered  parents,  or  over  the  worse  fate  to  which 
slavery  has  consigned   their  parents.     I   have  glanced  at  the  reasons  why 
Africa  cannot  be  radically  imjirovcd  while  the  slave  trade  continues.   Let 
me  illustrate  this  still  further.     Suppose  the  case  of  Africa  our  own.   Sup- 
pose our  country   were  thrown  into  apprehension — a  hundred  towns  laid 
in  ashes,  and  ten  thousand  of  our  people   curried  into  hoiielcss  lUvcry. 


Wouhl  not  our  plans  of  impfovement  ((uickly  perish*  Would  not  our 
projects,  our  roads,  schools,  banks,  courts,  be  ne{jlected''  Would  not 
even  our  Lc-ffislutors  desert  lii^ir  ]}uhlic  duties,  to  guurd  their  homes  and 
families  from  the  incendiary  and  man  stealer''  But  such  is  the  condition 
of  Africa, — not  for  one  year  only,  but  for  centuries  has  it  been  such — and 
such  will  it  continue  to  be,  until  the  slave  trade  shall  be  abolished.  How 
is  this  trade  to  be  abolished' 

Experience  teacl.es  that  no  laws,  no  treaties  stop  it,  though  much  more 
might  be  done,  than  has  been  done.  By  laws  and  treaties  it  is  already  de- 
nounced, and  yet  nearly  100,000  slaves  are  annually  taken  from  Africa, 
the  victims  of  cormorant  never-sated  avarice.  The  slave  trade  will  exist 
so  long-  as  it  can  exist.  So  long  as  there  are  shi\e  ships,  there  will  be 
slaves  to  freight  them.  No  peril  of  property  or  life  will  induce  the  slave 
trader  to  abandon  it.  To  suppress  this  trade,  it  must  be  made  physical- 
ly impos^iible.  AVe  must  line  the  Western  coast  of  Africa,  with  civili- 
zed settlements.  Two  such  already  exist.  I  pass  over  Sierra  Leone. — 
Ours  exerts  a  two-fold  influence.  On  the  one  hand,  it  elevates  the 
neighbouring  tribes  and  enlists  them  in  its  suppression;  on  the  other,  it 
I^resents  to  the  slave  trader,  whose  soul  no  moral  suasion  can  reach,  an 
effectual  barrier.  The  fla^  that  waves  oa  (Jape  .Montserado,  proclaims  to 
the  slave  trader,  tliat  there  is  one  spot,  even  in  Africa,  consecrated  to 
freedom — one  spot  which  his  polluting  foot  shall  not  tread.  The  single 
fact,  that  during  the  last  12  or  18  months,  100  of  the  native  children 
"have  been  sent  to  the  schools  of  the  Colony,  shows  that  we  have  not 
overrated  the  happy  influence  which  it  exerts  on  the  tribes  in  its  vicin- 
ity, and  that  the  slave  traders  scarce  dare  to  land  wiiliin  fifty  miles  of  the  Col- 
ony, proves  that  we  have  not  exaggerated  the  terrors  with  which  this  settle- 
ment strikes  them,  and  the  power  which  it  exerts  for  putting  down  their 
horrid  trailic. 

Such  are  the  means  and  the  only  means,  by  which  the  slave  trade  can 
be  abolished.  And  let  me  add,  that  it  is  by  the  continued  operation  of  these 
means  that  Africa  is  to  be  enlightened.  Every  emigrant  to  Africa  (said 
Mr.  <Jlay)  is  a  missionary  going  forth  with  his  credentials  in  the  holy  cause 
of  Civilization  and  Heliglon  and  free  Institutions,  and  the  colonies  which  we 
will  establish,  will  be  so  many  points,  from  which  the  beams  of  Christianity 
and  Civilization  will  radiate  on  all  that  black  empire  of  ignorance  and 
sin.  These  influences  must  be  poured  in  from  the  Western  coast.  The 
Northern  boundary  is  within  the  dominion  of  the  false  Prophet,  and  no 
light  is  to  be  expected  from  that  direction.  If  we  look  towards  its  eas- 
tern border,  we  look  to  the  region  and  shadow  of  death.  I  have  time  but 
to  glance  at  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  might  be  adduced  in  support  of 
my  remaining  position,  that  Providence  calls  upon  us  to  regenerate  Africa. 

One  reason  is,  that  in  our  colored  population,  we  have  most  abundant 
materials,  and,  from  their  acquaintance  with  our  excellent  Institutions, 
better  materials  than  are  to  be  found  elsewhere  for  Colonials. 
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Another  reason  is,  the  pressing  and  vital  imiiortance  of  relieving  our- 
selves as  soon  as  practicable,  from  tliis  most  dangerous  element  in  our 
population. 

Another  reason  is,  lh.it  we  are  uiuler  j)re-eM»incnt  obliijations  to  servo 
Africa,  because  we  have  surpassed  all  others  in  afHicting  and  wronging 
her.  I  do  not  mean  the  South  only,  lor  the  time  has  not  been  long  gone 
by  when  Northern  merchants  found  their  most  lucrative  gains  from  this 
atrocious  traffic.  So  far  from  reproaching  the  South  with  the  evil  of  her 
coloured  po|)ulation,  I  admit  that  tlic  North  owes  her  exemption,  not  to 
a  better  morality,  but  to  colder  skies  and  a  less  fertile  soil. 

I  said  in  my  opening  remark^;,  that  the  blessings  our  Society  will 
confer  on  Africa,  must  reflect  immensely  favorable,  if  not  indispensable, 
influences  on  the  direct  operations  of  the  Society.  It  is  evident,  that, 
just  in  proportion  as  Africa  rises  in  the  scale  of  improvement,  will  be  the 
tlesire  of  our  Blacks  to  return  to  her.  The  dread  of  going  to  a  land  of 
barbarians  is  now  the  commonest  objection  amongst  them  to  our  Colo- 
nization scheme.  But  let  those  barbarians  be  converted  into  civilized 
beings, — and  their  dread  of  going  to  Africa  will  be  converted  into  a  de- 
sire to  go  there.  There  is  another  and  still  more  importruit  respect  in 
which  this  reflect  influence  is  to  be  viewed.  V.hence  the  apathy,  that 
pervades  our  country  in  relation  to  our  black  population?  If  the  Greeks 
are  suflering,  we  can  feel  for  them  across  a  sp.ice  of  5  or  6000  miles,  and 
minister  to  their  necessities.  Nor  can  our  handful  of  Indians  suffer  real 
or  ap])arent  wrongs,  without  arousing  the  sympathies  of  the  Nation. — 
But  who  are  there  to  feel  for  our  2,000,000  Blacks'" — more  than  five-sixths 
of  whom  are  in  bondage,  and  the  other  sixth  incapable  of  freedom  on  our 
soil.  And  why  are  they  not  more  felt  for'  The  ready  answer  is,  because 
the  African  race  is  despised;  because  of  the  vague  impression,  that  the 
descendants  of  Ham  are  inherently  and  naturally  inferior  to  ourselves  and 
others,  the  self-complacent  children  of  Shcm  and  Japhet.  But,  let  Afri- 
ca begin  to  enter  upon  the  redemption  of  a  character,  which  guilty  Chris- 
tian nations  have,  for  centuries,  combined  to  keep  down  to  the  lowest 
point  of  degradation;  and  siie  will  begin  to  be  respected;  and  the  condi- 
tion of  her  outcast  children  on  our  shores  will  awaken  a  livelier  sympa- 
thy. And  w  hen  Africa  shall  have  put  on  the  garments  of  civilization,  and  the 
influences  of  her  regeneration  shall  be  felt  throughout  this  land,  our  most 
tenacious  and  obstinate  slave-holder  will  shrink  from  the  relation  he  bears 
to  her  children.  The  poor  creature,  whom  he  formerly  regarded  as  but 
a  few  removes  above  the  brute,  will  now  present  himself  before  the  new 
associations  of  his  master's  mind  as  his  fellow-man  and  his  cfpiiil — and  the 
slave  will  be  permitted  to  go  free.  .\nd  then  will  even  such  slave-hold- 
er he  as  willing  as  oflur  .^l-.^,•^■.ll(l^.Ier^  to  aid  in  n-liirning  our  blackit  to 
their  father  land. 


I  am  por»uaded.  .Sir,  that  liere  is  a  point  uti  whicli  I  do  not  say,  t4iat 
our  Society  should  lay  its  greatest  stress  and  its  most  sanguine  hopes — 
(for  our  Society  has  nothing  to  do  directly  with  the  question  of  slavery,) 
but  I  do  say  that  it  is  a  point,  on  which  they,  who  desire  the  abolition  of 
ulavery  in  our  country,  siiould  lay  tlieir  greatest  stress  and  their  most  san- 
guine hopes.  The  principle  is  almost  as  true  in  relation  to  our  blacks, 
as  it  is  to  water.  They  cannot  rise  above  Iheir  source.  They  cannot 
pise  in  our  esteem  above  thelevelofthemor.il  state  of  the  land  of  their 
origin — for  we  are  ever  associating  them  with  that  land,  which  is  their 
appropriate,  their  only  home.  But  let  Africa  become  civilized,  and 
there  will  be  the  same  moral  impossibility  in  tlie  way.  of  our  continuing 
to  hold  her  children  in  bondage,  that  we  should  have  to  encounter  in  an 
attempt  to  reduce  Englishmen  or  Frenchmen  to  bondage  on  our  shores. 
It  is  because  Africa  is  too  ignorant  to  know  that  we  wrong  her.  It  is  be- 
cause her  debasement  is  so  great,  that  she  is  insensible  to  the  shame  we 
pour  upon  her,  that  we  presume  to  hold  her  and  her  people  so  cheap.^ 
Whilst  the  honor  of  civilized  nations  is  alive  to  the  least  indignities  cast 
upon  their  subjects — poor  Africa  might  say,  in  the  language  of  inspira- 
tion: "They  have  stricken  me,  and  I  was  not  sick;  they  have  beaten  me, 
and  I  felt  it  not — when  shall  I  awake'" 

We  admit  that  in  this  w-iy,  that  is,  through  the  renovation  of  Africa,  the 
Colonization  Society  may  exert  an  important  influence  on  the  question 
of  slavery — an  influence,  which  may  yet  comp.ass  the  abolition  of  sla^ 
very  in  our  land.  Rut,  mark  you.  Sir,  it  is  a  way  that  leads  through  a 
change — through  the  willingness  of  the  master's  mind,  and,  therefore, 
he  cannot  object  to  it.  Whilst  the  Society  protests  that  it  has  no  designs 
on  the  riglits  of  the  master  in  the  slave — or  the  property  in  his  slave, 
which  the  laws  guarantee  to  him — it  does  nevertheless  admit,  and  joyful- 
ly admit,  that  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  object  of  the  Society  must 
produce  moral  influences  and  moral  changes  leading  to  the  voluntary 
emancipation  of  the  slave,  not  only  in  our  country,  but  throughout  the 
world. 

I  am  aware,  that  there  are  persons,  whom  it  does  not  satisfy  to  know, 
that  our  Society  has  no  other  object  but  the  removal  of  our  present  and 
future  free  black  population  to  Africa.  The  Colonization  Society  is  an 
offensive  Institution  to  them,  because,  as  they  maintain,  it  agitates  the 
question  of  slavery.  Such  persons  are  unwilling  to  have  the  subject  of 
slavery  considered  even  in  its  most  abstract  form.  But,  Sir,  the  subject 
of  slavery  is  one,  that  will  be  considered:  it  will  be  felt  on,  and  thought  on, 
and  spoken  on.  We  must  first  blow  out  the  lights  of  this  age,  and  turn 
backward  the  swift  wheel  of  improvement,  and  quench  the  spirit,  that  is 
now  so  fearlessly  searching  out  abuses  both  in  the  old  world  and  the  new,  be- 
fore such  a  subject  as  slavery  can  be  prevented  from  coming  under  the  pub- 
lic consideration.     And  the  slave-holder,  so  far  from  having  just  cause  to 
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complain  of  (he  Colonization  Society,  has  reason  to  congratulate  himself, 
tliiit  in  tiiis  Institution  a  channel  is  opened  np,  in  w  iiich  the  jxiljlic  feel- 
ing'and  public  action  can  How  on,  without  doin;;  violence  to  his  rights. 
The  closing  of  this  channel  might  he  calamitous  to  the  slave-holder  be- 
yond his  conception:  for  the  stream  of  benevolence  that  now  flows  so 
innocently  in  it,  might  then  break  out  in  forms  even  far  more  disastrous 
than  Abolition  Societies,  and  all  their  kindred  and  ill-judged  measures. 

It  is  deeply  painful  to  see  how  slow  the  people  of  our  country  are  to 
wake  up  to  this  subject — a  subject  having  such  strong  claims  on  their 
humane  and  patriotic  and  christian  feelings.  A  single  glance  at  these 
claims,  shows  that  I  do  not  overrate  them.  I  ask,  wliich  is  the  most  fruit- 
ful, infinitely  most  fruitful,  source  of  our  political  dissensions?  Do  I  hear 
our  Southern  brethren  say,  as  some  of  them  are  accustomed  to  say — "the 
North  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  subject  of  black  population — and  all 
their  solicitude  about  it,  is  meddling  and  officious. "  I  reply,  the  North 
has  something  to  do  with  this  subject.  The  evil  is  ours  as  well  as  theirs; 
the  multitude  of  blacks  in  our  towns  in  the  North  attests,  that  we  have  a 
share  in  this  evil.  The  fact,  that  although  the  black  population  in  our  North- 
ern States  is  probably  not  more  than  a  fortieth  part  of  our  whole  popula- 
tion, yet,  that  about  one-sixth  to  one-fourth  of  our  convicts  and  paupers 
are  blacks,  attests  that  we  have  a  share  in  this  evil.  The  severe  legisla- 
tion,  (I  will  not  say,  that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  too  severe) — 
the  severe  legislation  of  the  slave  states,  which  drives  their  emancipated 
blacks  into  the  free  states  and  scatters  the  nuisance  there,  attests  that  we 
have  a  share  in  this  evil.  And  I  ask  in  all  kindness,  if,  in  view  of  this  legis- 
lation, it  is  not  with  an  ill  grace  that  Southern  lips  rebuke  our  complaints 
of  this  evil'  But  we  will  take  a  more  elevated  and  patriotic  view  of  the 
subject  to  show,  that  the  free  States  share  with  the  slave  States  in  this 
immeasurable  evil.  The  members  of  our  Republic  are  so  intimately 
united,  that  in  the  language  of  the  Apostle:  "whether  one  member  suffer, 
all  the  members  suff"er  with  it."  And  when  the  Northern  traitor  to  the 
Union  says,  "let  the  Southern  tier  of  States,  with  this  immeasurable  evil 
upon  them,  separate  from  the  Union" — we  reply,  that  the  patriot,  who 
loves  his  country,  would  as  soon  consent  to  lose  a  member  of  his  person 
as  a  portion  of  that  territory,  the  whole  of  which  is  consecratetl  to  his  af- 
fections— in  view  of  the  whole  of  ,vhicli  it  is,  that  he  exclaims  with  the 
Poet: 

"This  is  my  own,  my  native  land." 
And  how  important  is  it,  as  it  respects  our  character  abroad,  that  wc 
hasten  to  clear  our  l:in<l  of  our  black  population'  Wc  boast,  that  our 
country  is  the  great  moral  and  political  light-house  of  the  world,  whose 
beams  arc  guitling  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  freedom  and  happiness. 
Rut  how  much  brighter  would  those  beams  shine — how  much  more  con- 
sistent and  powerful  would  be  our  example,  but  for  that  population  with- 
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in  our  limits,  whose  condition,  (;wc^ss«ry  condition,  I  wi!'  not  deny)  iv  to 
much  at  war  with  our  institutions,  and  with  tliut  memorable  national 
declaration— "that  all  men  are  created  equal." 

In  conclusion,  what  cause  is  so  well  suited  as  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  to  make  a  powerful  appeal  to  the  American  Ciirlstian?  For 
it  is  not  only  the  2,000,000  of  blacks  in  our  country,  whose  spiritual  in- 
terests it  invites  him  to  serve — but  it  is  the  hundred  millions  of  immortal 
beings  in  Africa,  to  wiiom  it  gives  him  access.  And  Afiica  must  be 
Christianized.  M'hen  I  look  at  the  sins  of  our  country  against  her,  1  feel 
how  needful  it  is  for  our  own  sake,  that  she  be  Christianized — tliat  she  be 
taught  that  divine  art  of  forgiveness,  which  belongs  to  the  Christian  only. 

Mr.  Smith  then  oirered  the  I'ullowing  resohition,  which  was 
adopted. 

Resolvfil,  That  the  American  Colonization  Society  commends  itself  to  treat  fa- 
vor by  the  inuiiense  benefits  it  is  coiiferrinjr  on  Africa,  and  by  tlie  ha|)[)y  and  pow- 
erful iniluenees  which  these  benefits  must  reflect  on  the  direct  operations  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

Mr.  DoDDRiDGK,  of  Virginia,  said, 

Mr.  Puesidext;  Not  being  a  delegate  to  this  meeting,  I  hardly  know 
whether  I  have  a  right  to  offer  a  Ifesolulion,  1  have  not  risen  to  make 
an  address  but  to  offer  a  few  remarks  of  a  general  nature.  I  have  heard 
much  which  I  highly  approve  and  some  things,  the  utterance  of  which  I 
regret.  Enough  has  passed  to  convince  all  of  the  duty  to  aid  the  designs 
of  this  Society.  Enough  has  been  said  and  done  by  this  Society  to  de- 
monstrate the  practicability  of  its  scheme,  at  no  very  remote  period.  While 
convinced  of  the  duty  to  promote  this  enterprise,  the  means  and  the  consti- 
tutionality of  applying  them  are  plain  and  obvious.  You,  Sir,  know  that  this 
is  not  an  opinion  of  mine,  of  to-day,  or  of  yesterday.  Circumstances  lead 
me  to  mention  one  historical  fact,  nesv  perhaps  to  some.  Whatever  may 
be  the  opinions  of  others,  and  of  your  fellow  citizens  of  Virginia,  as  to 
the  necessity  and  morality  of  acting,  and  as  to  the  means  required  and  to 
be  sought,  there  was  a  time  when  the  Legislative  Councils  of  Virginia 
were  unanimous.  Twenty-three,  twenty-five,  and  twenty-seven  years 
ago,  Resolutions  were  adopted  by  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assunbly 
of  Virginia,  in  secret  session,  which  had  for  their  object  to  call  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  use  the  treaty-making  power,  for  the 
acquisition  of  a  Territory  in  Africa,  which  miglit  contain  the  black  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States.  You  have  seen  tiie  record  of  these  votes,  by  which, 
in  solemn  secret  session,  the  united  Councils  of  Virginia  decided  as  to  the 
duty  of  acting  and  the  modus  operandi.  Fifteen  years  ago  the  power  of  the 
(.eneral  Government  was  invoked  by  Virginia  for  this  object,  with  almost 
Legi-slative  unanimity.  1  deem  it  unnecessary  to  add  to  what  has  been  al- 
ready  said.  This  Uesosolulion  will  look  to  the  means  of  acting.  "Wliile 
it  acknowledges  the  in  adequacy  of  tlie  present  means  of  the  Society,  it  in- 
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vokcs  the  FricMKls  of  Uiis  Instilulinn  to  press  upon  tlie  State  Legislatures 
and  upon  llie  Couj^rcss  of  tiic  United  States  tlie  importance  of  the  o'.iject 
and  t(»  s;)licil  of  them  tlio  aids  necessary  for  its  accomplishment.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  form  in  wliich  this  aid  shall  be  obtained,  I  believe  that  many  if 
not  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Virjjinia  would  be  wiHinj^  to  be  taxed 
heavily  to  aid  this  Institution.  None  who  know  the  g'cneral  feeling'  will 
doubt  that  a  tax  would  be  cheerfully  borne.  I  have  no  consliluiional 
scruples.  1  would  therefore  seek  the  means  of  prosecuting  our  enterprise 
within  the  avowed  and  explicit  design  of  the  Society, — of  acting  on  such  of 
the  colored  population  no*  free,  or  who  may  become  free  by  no  means  or 
measures  ot  ours. 

He  then  olUred  the  followiiit;  resohition,   wiiich  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  as  this  Society  is  constitutionally  boiiiid  to  co-operate,  as  far  as 
practxablo,  in  llie  prosecution  of  its  object,  with  the  General  Govcraiiii'iit  and  such 
of  the  Slates  as  luay  adopt  roijulatiuns  on  the  subject;  and  as  its  own  unaided 
power  is  iuaileiju.ile  to  conipl-te  the  work  in  which  it  is  enjraiied,  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  friends  of  the  Society  throughout  the  couiitvy,  to  jjr  j.are  and  send  in 
memorials  in  b/ludfof  its  obj'Ct  to  tli.ir  re.ip  -ctivc  Stati;  Legislatures,  and  to  the 
C'ont^ress  of  tlie  United  States. 

The  Rev.  C.  Coi/rox,  of  iMassachustitts,  said, 

Mr.  Frksidkst:  In  looking  at  the  unnatural  relations  between  the  citi- 
zens of  these  States,  and  our  colored  population,  and  in  estimating  the 
comparative  increase  of  the  numbers  and  j)!iysical  strength  of  the  latter,  it 
is  natural  if  not  unavoidable  for  the  philanthropist  and  statesman  to  feel  a 
deep  concern  at  the  aspects,  which  the  facts  of  the  case  present.  Our 
slave  population  is  more  than  2,000,000,  with  an  annual  increase  of  60,- 
000,  more  or  less.  The  free  blacks  are  nearly  300,000,  with  an  annual  in- 
crease of  six  or  seven  thousand.  That  this  is  an  evil,  no  man,  in  his  sober 
senses,  can  di)ubt.  It  is  equally  true,  that  it  is  a  growing,  and  I  hope  I 
may  say  without  oflence,  a  portentous  evil.  The  patriot  asks,  and  hu- 
manity asks,  where  is  the  remedy' — Is  there  any  remedy  within  the  range 
of  possibility' — any  invented' — any  instituted? 

The  only  thing,  Sir,  the  only  machinery  which  has  been  put  in  opera- 
tion, or  even  propounded  with  hope  of  success,  is  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society,  whose  professeil  object  it  is  to  drain  the  country  of  free 
blacks.  And  it  is  a  problem  yet  to  be  solved,  whether  any  Institution, 
or  measures  niorc  hopeful,  can  be  invented  and  applied  to  this  purpose. 

This  Society,  Sir,  was  formed  in  1816.  It  has  struggled  along  from 
that  time,  passing  the  ordeals  of  general  indifllrcnce,  and  varied  opposi- 
tion, gradually  securing  the  attention,  and  g-.iining  upon  the  sympathies 
and  confidence  of  the  public.  In  the  mean  time,  and  in  the  very  cradle 
of  its  infancy,  with  only  twopenny  contributions,  the  mere  toy-money  of 
chiUlren,  it  has  accompTuheil  one  of  the  most  interesting,  sublinjc  and 
hopeful  experiments,  which  the  world  oversaw.  The  planting,  growth, 
and  successful  establishment  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  conflicting  equal- 
ly, as  it  has  been  obliged,  with  the  warring  elements  of  nature,  and  with 
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Hie  gfrovcling  ami  depraved  policies  of  man — policies  barbarian  and  cirili- 
zed;  stands  up  before  tlie  world  an  unexampled  triumph  of  principk. 
AVIiat  but  principle,  Sir,  could  have  originated  and  sustained  so  humble, 
and  in  view  of  the  giddy  and  ambitious  world,  so  despicable  an  enterprise, 
as  this  seemed  to  be  in  its  primitive  stag'e? — What  but  principle,  a  sub- 
lime and  unappreciated  moral  courage,  could  have  led  the  heroic  Ash- 
mun  to  that  grave  of  his  eartlily  expectations — and  as  it  has  been  proved 
to  be,  though  unforeseen  by  him,  equally  the  theatre  of  his  immortal 
honour,  as  the  place  of  his  martyrdom'  Sir,  when  first  I  read  the  achieve- 
ments of  that  man,  it  seemed  to  me  like  romance; — and  I  remember  to 
have  said: — a  few  generations  to  come,  and  I  would  rather  have  the  hon- 
ours of  his  name  as  a  hero,  than  the  name  of  Napoleon.  And  now,  Sir,  I 
will  add: — that  when  the  once-fragrant  renown  of  the  Conqueror  of  Eu- 
rope, shall  have  degenerated  into  absolute  putrescence,  the  name  of  the 
founder  of  Liberia,  will  be  seen  in  characters  bright  and  during  as  the 
stars,  and  it  will  be  sung  too,  a  most  enviable  destiny,  by  millions  of  ex- 
ulting and  thankful  hearts. 

Yes,  Sir:  the  establishment  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  is  a  triumph  of 
principle,  and  that  not  only  in  the  persevering  and  unyielding  virtue  of 
the  instruments,  but  also  in  the  respect — the  reverence,  which  has  been 
paid  to  it  by  an  impartial  world.  Look,  Sir.  Yonder,  on  the  naked, 
and  exposed  coast  of  Africa — that  region  of  the  globe,  which  knows 
no  law  but  passion — where  the  wickedness  of  man,  the  most  fell 
and  the  deadliest,  prowls  with  impunity — there  stands  and  flourishes,  and 
is  fast  rising  into  importance,  a  civil  and  well-ordered  community  of  Af- 
ricans! And  if  you  ask,  what  is  their  government? — The  answer  is: — 
principle.  And  if  you  ask,  what  is  their  protection? — The  answer  is: — 
the  respect  of  the  world.  Who,  acquainted  with  the  history  of  that  long 
abused  race,  docs  not  feel  awed  in  view  of  such  a  spectacle? — Every  pi- 
rate ship  that  swims  the  Ocean,  and  every  slave  ship  (which  is  also  a  pi- 
rate) knows,  that  the  Colony  of  Liberia  has  no  protection,  but  the  respect 
of  the  world — and  no  law,  but  the  force  of  her  own  public  opinion.  But 
they  dare  not  fall  upon  her,  even  though  slie  is  their  declared,  and  often 
most  fatal  enemy. 

The  Colony  of  Liberia,  Sir,  is  governed  and  protected  by  the  American 
Colonization  Society — by  our  voice  uttered  here,  and  uttered  any  where. 
A  strange  spectacle,  indeed!  Who,  uncertified  of  the  fact,  would  be- 
lieve it' 

There  is  in  my  mind,  a  moral  grandeur,  beaming  out  from  that  point  of 
the  shore  of  Africa,  which  I  know  not  how  to  express.  It  is  a  bright  spot, 
set  upon  tlie  margin  of  an  immense  region,  a  region  overhung  for  a^s  un- 
counted with  one  unbroken  cloud  of  darkness — a  cloud  heavy  and  deep 
as  creation's  night.  And  it  is  a  liglit,  Sir,  which  this  Society  has  kindled 
there,  and  kept  burning  there,  and  till  this  hour  it  grows  brighter  and 
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biigliler,  aiul  now  piumises  lo  sliow  its  blaze  alonp  those  shores,  and  l)aok 
into  those  ret;;ioiis,  iiiilil  tliut  ilccp  and  vast  Continent,  from  Cape  de 
Verde  to  (.iuudelfui,  and  JVoni  the  shores  of  tlie  Mtcliterranean  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  shall  stand  up  disenthralled,  emancipated,  rejjencrate. 
What  man,  susceptible  and  ambitious  of  high  endeavour— what  nation 
or  people  would  not  covet  to  partici[)ate  in  such  an  enterprise* 

1  humbly  think.  Sir— and  1  dare  to  say,  slandinpf  even  in  this  august 
chamber,  (and  here  is  the  fittest  i)luce  lo  say  it)— if  the  Colony  of  Libe- 
ria cannot  be  protected  by  this  nation,  she  ought  to  realise  its  patronage — 
its  efficient  patronage; — a  patronage,  adequate  not  only  to  its  necessities 
there,  but  to  drain  the  mighty  flood  of  coloured  population,  that  is  pour- 
ing itself  upon  this  land: — to  drain  it,  [  mean,  so  far  as  would  not  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  of  property  in  the  slave,  and  the  freedom  of  the  free, — 
by  wholesome  moral  inducements — inducements  sanctioned  by  the  unan- 
imous voice  of  all  concerned.  The  act  of  Congress  of  1819,  doubtless 
contemplates  this  patronage,  as  well  as  that  it  magnanimously  recognises 
the  moral  obligation  of  this  nation  to  engage  in  this  work,  in  consideration 
of  the  guilt  of  our  ancestors,  in  the  slave  trade — a  guilt  involving  a  res- 
ponsibility entailed  upon  us  their  children.  If,  indeed,  there  be  any 
responsibility  in  the  common  sin  of  the  world,  which  has  been  done  to 
Africa,  a  portion  of  that  responsibility  doubtless  rests  upon  this  nation;  — 
and  the  world  and  God  will  hold  us  accountable.  And  we  cannot  begin 
too  soon,  nor  be  too  earnest  in  the  work  of  atonement.  And  as  i.  political 
measure,  it  is  equally  the  interest,  as  it  is  the  high  and  sacred  duty  of  this 
Republic,  to  lay  its  hand  upon  this  mighty  evil — to  apply  all  convenient 
political  medicaments  to  this  social  and  political  deformity — a  deformity 
which  grows  with  our  growth,  and  slrtngthens  with  our  strength; — a 
monster  upon  the  body  politic,  hideous  in  its  aspects,  constraining  in  its 
influences  on  the  social  system,  and  absorbing  the  vital  energies  ofliic 
community. 

Were  I  permitted  to  use  the  voice  of  a  legislator  within  these  walls  up- 
on this  interesting  and  momentous  theme,  and  if  it  were  necessary,  I 
wouM  invoke  the  spirit  of  my  country — of  iicr  patriotic  and  mighty  dead. 
Yes,  Sir,  like  the  elder  Ciiatham,  who  was  curried  Irom  his  sick  ciiaml)er 
to  the  British  House  of  Lords,  that  he  niight  enter  his  solenni  [irolcal 
against  a  meditafcd  and  infamous  jiroject  iu  relation  to  these  AmTlcaii 
Colonics — like  him,  thougli  for  a  different  j)urpose,  1  wouW  "invoke," 
not  alone,  nor  principally  "the  Genius  of  the  Constitution;" — but  for  the 
purpose  of  such  an  occasion,  I  would  especially  challenge  the  Genius  of 
our  Declaration  of  Iiulependencc — of  that  instrument,  which,  belt  remem- 
bered, makes  a  nation's  oath — a  nntlon's  solemn  and  direct  appeal  to  the 
high  Providence  above— an  app  -ul,  all  the  responsibilities  of  which  wen; 
assumed  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  under  the  most  mcmurkble,  depen- 
dent, aye,  Sir,  drpcndml,  and  aflcctiiiij  circuniil.»nce£.      Vnd  then,  iu  \icw 
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of  llioste  responsibilities,  airl  our  circumstances  when  tliey  were  asaumcd, 
I  would  adjure  n.y  countrymen  to  acquit  theunsclves  of  their  duty  to  the 
African  race. 

Ill  the  project  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  Sir,  the  only  ques- 
tion is- — what  is  its  promise,  as  a  remecij'  for  the  evil,  which  it  assays  to 
ulleviate' — Something  we  feel  must  be  done,  and  soon  done,  and  with 
mighty  effort.  If  there  be  any  other  expedient  of  better  promise — why, 
then,  let  us  have  it.  But  where  is  it  to  be  found' — If  none — here  is  un 
actual  experiment  all  made  to  our  hands.  The  scheme  is  matured — the 
door  opened,  a  channel  is  made — and  the  tax  of  transporting  every  free 
black  in  our  country,  and  as  fast  as  they  are  made  free,  would  not  be  for- 
midable, in  case  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Colony.  Nay,  on  such  condi- 
tion, the  motives  of  emigration  might,  and  in  all  probability,  would  by 
and  by  become  sufficient  to  sustain  the  enterprise  with  little  or  no  draR 
either  on  the  public  Treasury,  or  on  the  resources  of  benevolence.  In 
•ix  weeks  any  coloured  man  miglit  earn  his  passage. 

And  tlioMgh  the  commencement  of  the  enterprise  be  a  public  tax,  we 
should  regard  it  as  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  mighty  debt  we  owe  that 
I'lnil.  And  there  is  the ^-/ory  of  enlightening  and  redeeming  Africa.  Is 
that  nothing'  And  besides  this,  the  work  accomplished,  would  make  the 
best  chapter  of  political  economy,  wrought  out,  that  was  ever  added  to 
our  experimental  text  book.  For,  wlio  does  not  know  and  feel,  that  be- 
sides the  portentous  aspects  of  our  rapidly  accumulating  coloured  popu- 
hition,  the  free  blacks,  by  the  moral  necessity  of  their  civil  disabilities  are 
and  must  forever  be  a  nuisance — equally,  and  more  to  the  owner  of  slaves, 
than  to  other  members  of  the  community.  They  have  no  proper  motives 
to  ambition,  or  to  elevate  their  character.  And  the  only  effect  of  the  lit- 
tle labour  they  accomplish  is  to  vitiate  labour. 

If,  Sir,  we  love  our  country,  we  shall  listen  to  the  claims  of  tliis  Institu- 
tion, ami  of  that  unfortunate  race,  whom  it  has  so  nobly  taken  under  its 
patronage.  If  we  feel  our  own  share  in  the  public  responsibility  for  the 
iV»/unej  of  this  race,  we  sliall  tremble  at  the  tardiness  of  this  enterprise. 
For  there  is  a  high  and  mighty  Providence  above,  chaining  to  his  throne, 
by  tle^'of  indissoluble^esponsibility,  the  communities  and  nations  of  this 
earth,  obliging  them,  under  the  most  fearful  penalties,  to  the  adoption  and 
use  of  the  principles  of  his  own   pure    and  beneficent  government. 

I  imagine.  Sir — nay,  niethinks  1  tee  the  guardian  spirit  of  Africa — of  suf- 
fering, bleeding  Africa,  (if  indeed  there  be  a  guardian  spirit  there) — Yes, 
niethinks  I  see  it  waking'from  its  long — long  night — rising  from  its  bed 
of  despair,  by  the  gleam  of  hope,  which  you  have  kindled  in  its  bosom,  and 
stretching  out  its  imploring  hands  to  ,\merirn.  And,  Sir,  it  is  for  us  to 
liecide  the  fearful  question— wlietiier  it  shall  lift  those  hands  in  vain— 
whether,  pierced  with  disappointment,  it  shall  fall  back  again  into  those 
criK"!  arms  which  have  10  long  held  it  in  perpetual  agony. 


Mr.  CoLTO.N  then  offered  the  following  resolution,  wliich  was 
adopted: 

Ki'folvrd,  That  tho  oiiU-rjiriso  to  which  this  Socirty  is  consecrated,  is  of  .such  ira- 
portaiico  to  its  immodiato  olijccts,  to  our  Country,  and  to  the  cause  of  humanity  in 
g;eneral,  and  its  want  of  means  to  extend  its  operations  and  advance  its  dt'sipos, 
!>o  imperative— as  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  claim  tlie  auxiliary  efforts  of  the  Be- 
nevolent and  the  etlirient  patronage  of  our  General  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Fkelinghuysen,  of  New  Jersey,  then  said, 

Mr.  PiiEsiDEXT:  At  this  late,  hour  I  beg  the  privilcjje  of  a  very  few 
words.  The  Ivesohition  which  I  am  about  to  offer,  regards  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade  and  our  duty  as  christians  and  as  men,  with  res- 
pect to  this  tremendous  evil.  As  has  been  stated  in  the  Report,  most 
Christian  Nations  have  united  in  distinct  expressions  of  abhorrence  of 
this  traffic;  and  several  have  threatened  it  with  all  the  penalties  of  piracy 
.\nd  employed  a  part  of  their  naval  forces  to  suppress  it.  In  tliis  noble  en- 
terprise, England,  France  and  the  United  States  have  concurred.  But  it 
seems  that  the  occasional  interruption  to  which  this  trade  has  been  sub- 
jected, has  but  aggravated  its  enormity,  and  perhaps  increased  its  extent, 
and  when  we  consider  the  spirit  which  prompts  to  this  trade  there  is  no 
cause  for  wonder. 

It  is  avarice  which  feeds  the  spirit  that  animates  the  slave  trade,  and 
we  all  know  that  this  is  of  all  passions  the  most  base  and  inveterate.  It 
almost  lives  beyond  the  grave. 

What  cares  it  for  the  cries  of  afflicted  humanity! — It  has  sold  its  coun- 
try, betrayed  the  Saviour,  and  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver  it  would  betray  a 
world.  The  congregated  navies  of  the  world,!  fear,  can  never  suppress 
this  traffic.  And  must  we  therefore  mourn  over  it  and  sit  down  in  des- 
pair.' I  trust  not.  Light  begins  to  beam  upon  us;  Africa  pleads  her  own 
vrongs,  and  God  in  his  providence  has  opened  a  door  for  a  mightv  deliv- 
erance. It  may  be  considered  as  enthusiasm,  but  I  love  to  cherish  sucIj 
enthusiasm.  Let  the  coast  of  Africa  be  once  studded  with  settlements 
of  emancipated  and  christian  men,  and  a  bulwark  would  be  reared  against 
the  slave  trade  more  eflfective  than  a  thousand  navies.  Was  it  ever  heard 
that  white  men  were  surprised  and  borne  away  in  slave  ships  as  the  sub- 
jects of  this  traffic^  The  answer  and  the  reason  of  it  point  to  the  mode 
of  relief  We  must  plead  the  cause  of  Africa  on  her  own  shores.  We  must 
enlighten  the  Africans  themselves  on  the  nature  of  this  evil.  We  must 
raise  in  their  minds  a  fixed  abhorrence  of  its  enormities.  There  will  be  no 
ships  with  human  cargoes  if  we  cut  off  the  supply.  We  must  by  our  set- 
tlements point  the  African  kidnapper  to  a  more  profitable  commerce  than 
that  in  the  blood  and  heartstrings  of  his  fellow  men.  This,  it  will  be  said 
requires  time-  It  will  require  time,  but  not  so  many  years  as  hear  record 
against  us  for  our  countenance  of  this  horrid  commerce.  We  have  one 
flourishing  settlement.  And  I  rejoice  to  say,  in  this  Legislative  Hall  of 
my  country,  I  congratulate  here  the  friends  of  thin  Society,  that  away  is 
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opening- before  us  l)y  which  we  may  wipe  off  the  stains  of  guilt  that  now 
abiilc  ii^)()n  us. 

H«'  then   oni'ifd  the  following  resolution,  whicli  was  adopted. 

Hoolfrd.  That  in  fhi- opinion  of  tills  nimtinfr  tin-  slave  trade  is  not  to  be  suppress- 
ed, withoiii  iiiuie  uuitt-d  iuid  vigorous  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  several  >;uvern- 
luentb  of  ehriHti  iiduni,  and  that  both  liiimnnity  and  Relip-ion,  invoke  all  eonseien- 
tioii*  and  eiilipliteried  statesmen  to  consider  and  adopt  luorc  elFeetual  ineasnres, 
for  putting  dou  n  forever  this  abominable  tratlic. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  1?atks,  of  Massachusetts,  said: 
He  rose  not  for  the  purpose  of  addressing  the  Society,  but  of  offering  a 
resohttion.  As  the  representative  of  one  of  its  brandies,  he  liad  been 
honoured  with  an  invitation  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  evening, 
but  he  had  declined  it.  Not  that  he  felt  ro  interest  in  the  occasion,  nor 
that  the  Societ}'  he  rcprescnteil  felt  none:  Quite  the  contrary.  The  ob- 
ject is  great  and  glorious — one  that  jijterests  the  heart  and  commands  the 
approbation  and  tlie  admiration  of  every  friend  of  the  human  family — one, 
Jiowever,  tliat  will  require  a  great,  and  concentrated,  and  mighty  effort 
for  its  accomplishment,  and  towards  which,  what  this  Society  has  done,  is 
only  preliminary  and  preparatory.  Hut,  he  said,  considering  the  State  from 
■which  he  came,  the  delicate  natiwe  of  the  subject  under  consideration  in 
its  connection  and  bearing  upon  other  subjects,  and  the  sensitive  feeling 
i>f  a  portion  of  the  public  in  relation  to  it,  he  thought  he  could  best  sub- 
serve the  Interests  of  the  Society  by  remaining  silent.  He  remarked  that 
thej',  in  Massachusetts,  were  willing  to  follow  in  the  path  which  we  might 
trace  for  them — to  labor  in  such  a  cause  whenever,  and  wherever,  and 
however  we  might  direct,  without  wishing  to  dictate  or  advise.  That  It 
was  an  object  deep  in  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  people  of  his  State,  but 
one  with  witlch  the  people  of  the  South  are  best  acquainted,  and  in  which 
most  interested,  and  therefore  that  they  were  content  to  act  in  entire  sub- 
ordination to  the  views  of  the  Society.  He  observed  that  his  relation  to  the 
Auxiliary  Societies  required  him  to  state  tliat  the  llesolutionhe  was  about 
to  offer,  was  put  into  his  hands  for  that  purpose;  and  he  only  regretted 
that  those  Societies  had  not  higlitr  claims  to  the  acknowledgment  it  in- 
volves.    He  oflered  the  following  Uesolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Rtiolved,  'I'hat  th^'  thanks  of  this  mectina:  be  presented  to  the  various  Anxillarv 
Societies  for  th.-ir  cjenerous  ett'orts  and  contributions  in  aid  of  the  groat  enterprise 
of  thiii  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Mr.  \V'ili,i.\ms,  it  was 

R'.iolveil,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Soeirty  be  j^iven  to  the  Rev.  Clerpy  of  thp 
U.  States,  for  their  etiieient  aid  in  promoting  the  objects  of  this  Society,  and  that 
they  b,'  earne.stly  .solicited  to  take  up  colleclions  annually  for  its  benefit,  on  the 
4th  of  July. 

The  Mcetinfj  drauiny;  near  its  close,  Mr.  C'ustis  again  ad- 
dressed llie  Chair,  as  follows: 

>Ir.  Pur.siDEXT;  I  hope  I  maybe  indulged,  as  an  old  and  faithful  servant 
in  the  cause,  with  a  few  additional  remarks.  It  might  appear  from  some 
parts  of  tlie  addresses  to  which  we  have  listened,  tliat  the  people  of  the 
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Southern  States  were  responsiI)le  in  tlieir  own  proper  persona,  for  the 
evils  wliich  Imve  been  imposed  upon  llicm  by  otlicrs.  1  rise,  Sir,  to  vin- 
dicate my  native  country. 

Let  it  be  rcmenibcrctl,  that  the  evil  which  wc  have  inlicritcil,  waa 
brought  upon  us  ag-ainst  our  remonstrances  and  our  prayers,  by  our  an- 
cient Kulcrs.  Sir,  it  was  w  bile  our  ancestors  were  British  subjects,  that 
tiiis  evil  was  brought  upon  us.  The  Colonists  remonstrated  in  their  legis- 
lative capacity  ami  tlirougli  the  I'ress;  but  no,  .the  interest,  the  revenue 
of  the  Mother  Country  retpiired  the  trade. 

Permit  me  to  say  to  our  Northern  friends,  that  some  amiable  feelinga 
are  to  be  found  in  Southern  bosoms.  MVe  ardently  pray  to  be  delivered 
from  the  evil  of  slavery,  and  hope  the  hour  of  deliverance  will  come. — 
Let  not,  then,  blows  be  inflicted,  which  we  do  not  deserve.  I  trust  that 
this  noble  cliarity  has  at  length  opened  the  way,  by  which  we  may  be 
saved  from  our  heaviest  calamity.  If  there  is  any  better  mode  of  acting 
on  this  subject,  we  will  honour  the  discoverer,  abandon  our  views,  and 
adopt  bis. 

Some  benevolent  minds  In  the  overflowings  of  their  philanthropy,  advo- 
cate amalgamation  of  the  two  classes,  saying,  let  the  coloured  class  be 
freed,  and  remain  among  us  as  denizens  of  the  Empire;  surely  all  classes 
of  mankind  are  alike  descended  from  the  primitive  parentage  of  Kden, 
then  why  not  intermingle  in  one  common  society  as  friends  and  brothers. 
No,  Sir,  no.  I  hope  to  prove  at  no  very  distant  day,  that  a  Southron  can 
make  sacrifices  for  the  cause  of  Colonization  beyond  seas;  but  for  a  Home 
Department  in  those  matters,  I  repeat,  no.  Sir,  no.  What  right,  I  demand, 
have  the  children  of  Africa  to  an  homestead  in  the  white  man's  country' 
If,  a.s  is  most  true,  the  crimes  of  the  white  man  robbed  Africa  of  her  sons, 
let  atonement  be  made  by  returning  the  descendants  of  the  stolen  to  the 
clime  of  their  ancestors,  and  then  all  the  claims  of  redeeming  justice  will 
have  been  discharged-  There  let  centuries  of  future  rights  atone  for  cen- 
turies of  past  wrongs.  I,et  the  regenerated  African  rise  to  Empire;  nay, 
let  Genius  flourish,  and  Fhilosopliy  shed  its  mild  beams  to  enlighten  and 
instruct  the  posterity  of  Ham,  returning  "redeemed  and  discntlu-alled," 
from  their  long  captivity  in  the  New  World.  But,  Sir,  he  all  these  bene- 
fits enjoyed  by  the  African  race  un<ler  the  shade  of  their  native  palms. — 
Let  the  Atlantic  billow  heuve  its  high  and  everlasting  barrier  between 
their  country  and  ours.  Let  this  fair  land,  which  tlic  while  man  won  by 
his  chivalry,  which  he  has  adorned  by  the  arts  and  elegancies  of  polished 
life,  be  kept  sacred  for  his  descendants,  untarnished  by  the  foot  print  of 
him  wlio  hath  even  been  a  slave.  Sir,  a  mighty  appeal  is  about  being 
m.ade  for  Africa,  both  in  Europe  and  here;  may  it  be  as  successful  as  the 
warmest,  nay  wildest  dreams  of  Poetry  or  I'hilanlhropj  could  desire  it  to 
be,  and  new  states  and  nations  spring  up,  and  be  multiplied;  but  let  then\ 
be  In  the  land  of  the  Lion,  Sir,  not  where  the  Eagle  his  cyry  builds. 
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At  every  Anniversary  Meeting-,  there  has  been  cause  to  confralulate 
this  Society  upon  its  rise,  progress,  and  success;  we  may  now  rejoice  that 
the  experiment  has  been  fully  tried;  that  the  project  of  colonizing  Free 
Persons  of  Colour  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  has  been  fairly  weitjhed  in  the 
balance,  and  has  not  been  found  wanting-;  for  behold,  where  yesterday 
stretciied  a  dark  and  dismal  coast,  is  now  heard  the  busy  num  of  industry; 
the  arts  are  there,  too,  with  education,  and  the  blessed  influences  of  Chris- 
tianity; all,  all  now  Hourieh,  where  of  late  was  only  the  desert  gloom  of  bar- 
barism. And  if  a  few  short  years  have  accomplished  so  much,  what  may 
not  half  a  century  do.  But  let  us  admit  that  a  century  will  be  requisite  to 
complete  the  mighty  work.  I  repeat,  in  this  Palace  of  the  Supreme  Le- 
gislature, that  no  century  in  the  many  which  I  trust  will  occur  in  the  long 
enduring  age  of  our  Empire,  will  more  proudly  adorn  the  historic  page, 
than  that  which  embraces  in  its  annals  the  annihilation  of  slavery. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  say,  that  the  remarks  made  by  our  worthy  friend  and 
most  liberal  benefactor,  (Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,)  have  done  honor  to  this  As- 
sociation. From  that  gentleman,  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  to  admire  in 
feelings  and  sentiments  which  are  truly  American.  But  let  me  say,  tliat 
some  allowances  should  be  made  for  those  who,  in  point  of  local  situation, 
are  not  so  happy  as  himself.  When  from  the  land  where  dwells  the  free- 
man only,  you  gaze  around  you,  you  behold  a  country  thickly  peopled, 
and  all  delighting  in  the  business  and  enjoyment  of  social  and  individual 
life.  'Tis  a  sunny  scene.  Sir,  without  a  single  cloud  to  obscure  its  res- 
plendent sky.  Such  may  our  worthy  friend  enjoy  from  the  heights  of 
Oneida,  and  long  may  he  live  to  enjoy  it.  1  greet  him  well,  that  his  lot 
has  been  cast  in  such  "pleasant  places,"  and  that  his  region  has  not  en- 
dured the  misfortunes  of  ours.  Happier,  far  happier  is  his  lot,  than  if  a 
Southern  atmosphere  had  tanned  his  cheek.  Yet,  with  all  our  misfor- 
tunes. Sir,  I  hope  time  will  prove,  that  we  have  some  redeeming  qualities; 
and  should  Heaven  bless  our  honest  endeavours,  we  shall  leave  to  our  pos- 
terity, a  better  inheritance  than  we  received  from  our  ancestors.  A  new 
spirit  is  awakened,  and  walks  abroad  in  our  land.  Light  shines,  and  the 
mists  of  error  are  clearing  away.  We  trust  that  from  the  influences  of 
this  magnificent  charity,  ours  will  in  time  be  no  longer  the  land  of  the 
slave. 

May  it  please  that  Providence,  which,  through  so  many  trials,  has  pre- 
served the  old,  the  venerable  Soutii,  the  land  of  genius  and  patriotism, 
the  home  of  the  high-minded  and  hospitable,  still  to  protect  her  destinies, 
and  give  speed  to  this  benign  Institution,  which  never  will  cause  to  hu- 
manity a  tear,  and  may  give  joy  and  happiness  to  millions. 

On  motion  by  Rev.  Dr.  Lauuik,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  noblt-  resolution  and  energy,  with  which  the  Pcnnsylrania 
Society,  and  especially  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  have  assisted  the  endeavours 
of  this  Society,  deserve  to  bo  remenibired  witli  gratitude  and  held  up  befor« 
iLe  public  as  most  worthy  of  universal  imitation. 
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Oil  luutioii  l)y  W.  \X.  StVToN,  Esq.   il  was 

Resolved,  Th;it  the  thanks  oltliis  Si)<.-ii-ty  bo  iiitsi-iitcd  to  Richard  Siuitb,  tha 
Troasuror,  for  his  Ion;;  coiitiitiird,  ahlo  and  c^ratuitous  sorviccs. 

Oil  motion  l)y  Hon.  Mr.  Wm  iilksky,  .strcoiulc'd  bv  J.  S.  Ben- 
liaiii,  Esij. 

lieKolved.  That  thi'i  meeting  a|)i)rovo.s  of  the  consistency  with  which  the 
Managers  hav<'  adhered  to  the  originally  avowed  object  of  the  Society  as  <-x|»ressed 
in  its  constitution,  "tin- colonizing  (with  their  own  consi-nt)  the  free  |ieople  of  colour 
ot  the  U.  States  on  tlie  coast  of  Africa  or  such  other  place  as  (^ingress  shall  deem 
cx]>i-dieiit,"  and  that  it  believes  tiie  success  of  the  .Society  to  depend  in  future  on  a 
•trict  adherence  to  its  original   principles. 

The  following  are  tlie  remarks  of  Mr.  Benham,  on  seconding 
the  Resolution: 

Mr.  Phesidkni':  In  risinj^  to  second  the  resolution  jnst  submitted  by 
my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  participate  in  the 
discussion  of  the  very  interesting'  topics  wliicli  have  been  presented  for 
consideration.  The  benevolence  of  your  noble  enterprise — its  practica- 
bility— its  peaceful  character — its  compatibility  with  existing  rights  of  do- 
minion, as  acknowledged  by  our  political  institutions,  and  its  meritorious 
claims  upon  the  justice,  patriotism,  and  humanity  of  our  country,  have 
been  judiciously  and  elocjuently  pourtrayed  by  tlie  honorable  Delegate 
from  New  York  (NTr.  Smith).  I  trust  that  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for 
expressing  the  sincere  pleasure  and  satisfaction  I  felt,  in  common  1  am 
sure  with  every  friend  of  Colonization,  in  listening  to  his  just  and  states- 
man-like exposition  of  the  views  and  objects  of  your  Society.  It  was  in- 
deed. Sir,  well  calculated  to  put  to  flight  the  unjust  suspicions  and  calum- 
nies which  have  lately  been  cast  upon  it  and  its  friends,  from  a  quarter 
not  anticipated  by  the  patriots  under  whose  auspices  it  was  established. 
I  concur,  Sir,  in  tlie  sentiment  which  the  resolution  before  you  contains, 
that  the  present  prosperity  and  ultimate  success  of  this  Society  depend 
upon  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  the  principles  in  which  it  was  originally 
founded.  Its  primary  object  now  is,  and  ever  has  been,  to  Colonize,  with 
their  own  consent,  free  Peuplc  of  L'nhnir  on  the  (.'oast  of  Africa,  or  else- 
where, as  Congress  may  deem  expedient.  And,  Sir,  lam  unwilling  to 
admit,  under  any  circumstances,  and  particularly  in  this  Hall,  that  it  ever 
has  swervetl  from  this  cardinal  object.  It  is  true,  that  the  Iriends  of  Afri- 
can Colonization  ever  have  and  do  now  anticipate  that  the  moral  influence 
of  tliis  Association  will  encourage  voluntary  emancipation;  and  by  remov- 
ing the  evil  against  which  the  laws  restricting  emancipation  were  intend- 
ed to  guard,  induce  those  States  so  distinguished  for  their  chivalry 
and  independence,  not  only  to  modify  or  abrogate  those  laws,  but  to  en- 
act others  for  the  safe  and  gradual  abolition  of  slavery— and  thus  in  time  to 
obliterate  the  only  stain  upon  liic  freedom  of  our  political  institutions.  It 
is  equally  true.  Sir,  that  these  sentiments  were  not  only  entertained  by 
the  primitive  patrons  of  the  Socicly,  but  promulgated  to  the  world  in  its 


Jint  .iriiiHul  Report,  in  tlie  speeches  of  its  lale  much  lamented  President, 
(Judge  Washington,)  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Mr.  ]{andolph— as  also  in  the  letters 
of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Harper.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  friends  of 
Colonization,  before  your  Constitution  was  adopted,  Mr.  Randolph  re- 
marked, that  if  a  place  could  he  provided  for  tiieir  reception,  and  a  mode 
of  sending-  them  lience,  there  were  hundreds,  nay  thousands,  who  would 
by  manumitting  their  slaves  relieve  themselves  from  tlie  cares  attendant 
on  their  possession.  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  the  letter  referred  to,  now  among 
the  archives  of  your  Society,  states,  "that  he  had  long  made  up  his  mind 
on  the  subject  of  Colonization,  and  that  he  had  ever  thought  that  the 
most  desirable  measure  wliicii  could  be  adopted  for  gradually  drawing  off 
this  part  of  our  population."  These  being  the  sentiments  of  the  patri- 
otic and  pious  men  who  founded  this  .Society,  (always,  however,  pro- 
testing against  any  interference  with  the  existing  relations  between  mas- 
ter and  slave,)  it  was  one  of  the  first  charges  brought  against  it,  by  the 
ff'jends  of  abolition,  that  it  was  an  ingeniously  devised  scheme  of  the  slave 
states,  to  enhance  the  value  of  their  slaves,  and  to  rivet  faster  upon  them 
the  chains  of  bondage.  The  fact.  Sir,  tliat  African  Colonization  was,  ma- 
ny years  before  the  organization  of  this  Society,  a  subject  of  grave  and 
solemn  cogitation  in  the  secret  sessions  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and 
the  consequent  negotiations  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  while  President  of  the  U. 
States,  at  her  request,  with  the  British  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  the 
Portuguese,  to  procure  territory  for  the  purpose,  abundantly  evince  the 
lively  interest  felt  in  the  ancient  dominion.  (Georgia  and  South  Carolina 
too,  were  ranked  among  our  early  friends. 

I  have  referred  to  these  facts,  which  are  connected  w  ith  our  curly  his- 
tory, to  repel  a  charge  lately  preferred  against  us  by  certain  misguided 
politicians — that  your  Society  has  acted  perfidiously,  and  in  violation  of 
the  principles  professed  by  its  founders.  Sir,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  gratuitous,  than  this  accusation  As  much  as 
this  Society  desires  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  that  degraded  cutite  of 
human  beings,  and  to  check  tlie  growth  of  that  moral  and  political  evil 
which  sooner  or  later,  if  not  remedied,  may  dig  the  grave  of  this  repub- 
lic, I  trust  she  will  ever  sedulously  abstain  from  taking  a  step  calculated 
in  the  remotest  degree  to  jeopard  the  domestic  tranquility  of  any  portion 
of  this  Union;  indeed.  Sir,  to  ensure  and  perpetuate  domestic  peace  and 
the  integrity  of  our  Union,  are  important  drsideruta  in  view. 

Before  1  resume  my  seat,  1  deem  it  my  duty,  as  a  Kepresentativc  of  one 
of  the  oldest  Auxiliaries  in  the  West,  to  assure  our  friends  on  this  side  the 
mountains,  that  althougli  the  enterprise  is  gigantic,  and  our  means  com- 
paratively small,  we  are  not  discouraged.  Many  of  your  Western  friends 
are  animated  by  a  confidence  and  a  zeal  that  will  not  soon  be  weary  in 
well  doinjf.     Ours  is  a  government  of  opinion,  and  its  population  is  inlel- 
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lig-ent  and  ourlous;  upon  th«  subject  of  slavery  and  Its  concomitant  evlla 
the  film  is  fast  tailing- from  the  eyes  of  the  people — the  day  cannot  there- 
fore be  distant,  when  that  wliich  private  charity  has  sown  in  weakness  will 
be  raised  in  strength,  by  pul)lic  munificence  A  few  years  ag'o  the  So- 
ciety I  now  have  the  honor  to  rciircient,  whs  formed  under  very  inauspi- 
cious circumstances,  even  in  tlie  flourishing',  public  spirited,  and  enter- 
prising' city  of  Cincinnati.  And  now  Ohio  numbers  upwards  of  eighty 
Auxiliaries  Who  that  has  observed  our  prosperity  within  the  las*  few 
years  is  so  faint-hearted  as  to  expect  the  dimming-  of  onr  little  star,  which 
now  shines  between  the  burning' tropics-  Sir,  Ethiopia  must  be  civiliz- 
ed— until  she  is,  we  shall  pray  in  vain  for  the  aliolition  of  the  slave  tradt  — 
or  that  her  rights  will  be  respected,  or  her  wrong-s  redressed.  Until  the 
arts  and  sciences  shall  take  root  in  her  soil  -until  the  gory  crescent  of 
Mahomet  shall  be  supplanted  by  the  Cross,  her  wailinjfs  and  lamentations 
will  not  reach  us — they  will  die  away  upon  the  ocean  as  they  ha\e  done 
for  centuries,  like  the  scream  of  the  lone  sea-bird,  for  the  want  of  ji  moral 
momentum  to  waft  them  across  it. 

On  motion  by  Rev.  Wm.  Hawlf.y,  it  wa.s 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  thi.t  meeting;  be  presented  to  the  Hon.  C.  F. 
McrciT,  for  the  able  and  dignified  manner  with  whioh  he  his  preiiidcd  oyer  the 
deliberations  of  this  Society  on  its  14th  Annirersary. 

The  Societj  then  Adjourned. 
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So  brief  atuT  uncertain  is  the  period  of  liuniun  life,  that 
each  successive  Anniversary  of  this  Society  must  be  expect- 
ed to  bring  with  it,  the  painful  duty  of  recording  the  de- 
cease, and  rendering  an  humble  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  some  of  its  most  valued  menjbers. 

On  this  occasion,  the  Managers  would  do  violence  to  their 
own  feelings  as  well  as  injustice  to  tlie  Society,  were  they  to 
omit  the  expression  of  their  sorrow  for  tlie  loss  of  one  of 
the  earliest,  ablest,  and  most  devoted  friends  to  this  In- 
stitution. The  character  of  William  II.  Fit/hugh,  Esq. 
of  Virginia,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  this  Society, 
exhibited  a  rare  combination  of  those  intellectual  and  moral 
qualities  which  command  esteem  and  admiration  in  private, 
and  honor  and  success  in  public  life. 

Blest  with  an  ample  fortune  and  a  richly  endow^ed  mind, 
and  having  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  tlie  best  education  and 
the  most  refined  society,  Mr.  Fitzhugh  came  before  the  pub- 
lic with  tiie  fairest  promise  and  the  brightest  hopes.  In  tlie 
House  of  Delegates,  in  the  Senate,  and  more  recently  in  the 
Con\ention  of  Viiginia,  his  political  knowledge  and  his 
elo(picnce  in  debate,  not  less  than  the  purity  of  his  motives, 
the  urbanity  of  his  maniu-ivs.  and  the  candoui-  and  magna- 
jiimity  of  his  disposition  awakened  universril  resj)ect,  and  se- 
cured for  his  ((pillions  that  consideration  ami  iiilluence  which 
few  men  at  his  peiiod  of  life  are  so  fortunate  as  to  acrpiire. 
The  design  of  this  Society  early  commended  itself  to  the 
thoughts  and  affections  of  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  as  extremely  in- 
teresting to  his  native  State,  important  to  the  Nation,  and 
admirably  adapted  to  produce  results  which  must  gratify 
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alike  the  liuuiaiie,  the  phihiiitliropic,  and  the  christisin  mind. 
A  citizen,  and  the  proprietor  of  a  large  estate  in  the  South, 
he  could  discern,  neither  in  tlic  princijjles  nor  proceedings  of 
this  Society,  any  thing  unfriendly  to  the  rigiits  or  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  our  Southern  communities.  At  the  time 
when,  to  this  Institution  few  gave  their  countenance  and 
fewer  tlieir  sujjpoi't,  w  hen  it  was  pronounced  worthless  by 
some,  and  dangerous  hy  others,  when  its  means  were  scanty 
and  its  operations  einharrassed.  Mi*.  Fitziiugh  was  ever 
ready  to  advocate  its  claims  and  contribute  to  aid  its  rcsour- 
tes.  iSOr  wci-e  his  edbi-ts  the  elfect  of  a  sh«)rt-lived  enthu- 
siasm, lie  continued,  on  Ml  proper  occasions,  to  stand 
forth  as  the  fearless  and  eloquent  defender  of  the  views  of 
the  Society,  and  by  his  resolutions  submitted  to  the  general 
meeting  at  its  ninth  anniversary,  by  his  letter  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  in  18-26.  and  by  his  essays  un- 
tler  the  signature  of  Opimius,  wliich  appeared  during  the 
sanir.  }eai'  in  t!io  Richmond  Knquii-er,  he  explained  the  prin- 
ciples, demonstrated  tlie  pi*acticableness,  and  enforced  the 
importance  of  the  enterprise  in  wliich  it  is  engaged.  Fully 
rou\iiiced  that  this  entei-()rise  merited  the  ])atronagc  of  tiie 
Nation,  he  showed,  conclusively,  that  to  assist  it  would  \\ell 
accord  with  thesj)iritof  the  constitution,  and  with  the  uni- 
form jnactice  of  the  Federal  Government.  Suddenly  has 
he  fallen  in  all  the  vigour  of  his  intellect  and  strength  of  his 
Miaidiood;  and  honor,  and  friendship,  patriotism,  and  philan- 
thropy have  wept  over  his  tomb.  Be  it  ours  to  emulate  his 
virtues  and  sacj-edly  and  forever  to  dicrish  within  our  hearts 
the  memory  of  his  worth. 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  last  report  of  the  Majiagcrs  that 
the  State  Society  of  Pennsylvania  had  come  forward  with 
great  I'csolution  and  energy  to  assist  the  enterj)rise  of  this 
Institution,  and  that  in  consequeme,  the  brig  Liberia,  Capt. 
Sherman,  had  been  chartered  to  convey  emigrants  to  the 
(Jolony.  This  Acssel,  having  on  board  Dr.  J.  W.  Ander- 
son, Assistant  Agent  ami    Physician  to  the  Colony,   two 


Swiss  Missioiiaiios,  willi  lilty-ciglit  coloiiicd  iiassenf^cis, 
forty-nino  of  which  wore  lihoiMted  shivcs,  sailed  from  llaiuji- 
toii  roiids  oil  the  Kith  of  JiUUKiry,  ;\iid  arrived  at  Liberia 
on  the  C7th  of  the  next  month.  Thirty  slaves  liberated  by 
Joel  Karly,  Es(i.of  (ieor.^ia.  and  which  were  expected  to 
embark  in  this  vessel,  did  not  arrive  at  Norfolk  until  sonic 
days  after  her  departure.  This  circumstance,  together 
with  the  encouraging  evidences  of  liberality  on  the  part  of 
the  public,  and  csj)ccially  of  the  citi/ens  of  Philadelphia,  in- 
duced the  Hoard  soon  after  to  chattel- the  brig  Montgomery, 
Capt.  "NMnby,-  which,  with  seventy  emigrants,  sixty-four  of 
wiiich  were  liberated  slaves,  sailed  from  Norfolk  onthciDthor 
April,  and  arris ed  at  the  Colony  early  in  June.  The  entire 
expense  of  the  ])assagcaiid  provisions  of  the  liberated  slaves 
in  these  exi)C(litions,  amounting  to  S3, 214  22,  was  defrayed 
by  the  rennsylvania  Society.  The  emigrants  by  these  two 
vessels  were  landed  in  good  health,  but  the  fever  with  which 
they  were  afflicted  soon  after  their  arrival,  proved  uncom- 
monly severe,  and  owing  to  various  causes,  but  more  par- 
ticularly to  imprudence  and  the  want  of  medical  attentions, 
inconsequence  of  the  early  and  lamented  death  of  Dr.  An- 
derson, the  only  Physician  in  the  Colony,  a  considerable 
number  fell  victims  to  its  power. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  Liberia, 
the  Colonial  Agent,  Dr.  Mechlin,  who  had  long  suffered 
froHi  the  disease  of  the  climate,  was  compelled  to  take  pas- 
sage for  the  United  States,  and  upon  Dr.  Anderson,  then  in 
health,  was  devolved  tiie  administration  oftlie  (Jovernment 
and  affairs  of  the  Colony.  Tlic  duties  of  the  Colonial  Agen- 
cy, were  for  several  weeks,  honourably  and  successfully 
discharged  by  this  estimable  man,  who  on  the  12th  of  April, 
after  an  illness  of  ten  days,  was  removed  from  his  earthly 
labours  to  his  eternal  reward. 

If  a  sound  understanding  and  much  practical  good  sense, 
if  modesty  of  dej)ortinriit  and  kindness  of  disposition,  ifun- 
bcndiiijr  inlccrritv  and  a  holv  devotcdncss  to  llic  iiiterci»t«  of 


maiikiiid  and  the  cause  of  God,  il"  tlicjic  enlillc  Uie  dead  to 
the  remembrances  of  the  living,  tlic  iiaine  and  the  virtues 
of  Dr.  Anderson  arc  secure  IVom  oblivion.  lie  has  gone 
ijuhu'd  to  that  blest  company,  \vh(»  have  checr(\illy  sacrifi- 
ced life  in  Ihe  work  of  benevolence  and  the  service  of  Christ, 
but  whoso  example  survives  thorn  and  shall  stand  as  a 
memorial  of  them  unto  all  generations. 

Nor  here  can  the  Managers  pass  without  notice,  the  de- 
cease of  the  Rev.  George  M.  Erskinc,  a  man  of  colour  from 
the  State  of  Tennessee  and  a  minister  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  from  whose  exemplary  and  ])ious  eflbrts,  great 
good  was  reasonably  expected.  Originally  a  slave,  Mr. 
Krskine,  by  his  industi-y  and  good  conduct,  obtained  both 
his  own  fi'cedoni  and  that  of  his  family,  and,  with  few  advan- 
tages of  education,  the  ability  to  ])reacli  the  gospel  in  a  res- 
pectable and  useful  manner.  A  (leej)  concern  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  Brethren,  induced  him  to  emigrate  to  Liberia, 
and  his  death  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  tiiose  events,  the 
reasons  for  which  are  mysteriously  concealed  by  the  Divine 
Wisdom  from  the  understandings  of  mortals. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  after  a  ])assage  of  live  months,  (the 
ignorance  of  the  Captain  who  had  cnga<;ed  to  transport 
them  having  compelled  the  Agent  to  abandon  his  vessel  and 
charter  a  British  Brig  at  the  Island  of  Barbadoes)  arrived 
at  the  Colony  ninety-one  recaptured  Africans  sent  out  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  These  persons,  to- 
gether with  the  emigrants  by  the  Liberia  and  Montgomery, 
have  been  settled  for  the  i)resent  at  Caldwell  and  in  its  vi- 
cinity; and  of  the  slaves  emancipated  by  Mr.  Early,  only 
two  small  children,  and  of  tlie  ninety-one  recaptured  Afri- 
cans not  an  individual  died,  from  the  etl'ects  of  climate.  Of 
the  latter  (who  had  been  residing  in  the  state  of  Georgia) 
*'I  cannot  perceive  (says  the  Agent)  that  the  climate  has  any 
eft'ect  upon  them.  They  have  all  been  placed  on  lands  as- 
signed to  them,  and  have  already  constructed  twenty  supe- 
jior  country  houses,  thatched  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  them- 


selves  i\n<1  liiriiirpassinL';  lliosi-.  of  tlio  iKitivcs.  A.i  regards* 
tlic  1)1(1  Olios  of  this  class,  I  coiisiticr  tluMii  as  llic  most  iiido 
])fii(lnit  iiu'n  wlioiii  wclunc.  Could  you  lirliold  lliiir  neat 
tow)!  of  Nrw  (U'liri^ia.  you  uoiild  ho  dclij^litcd.  and  could 
liai'dly  bi'liovo  that  those  nvoil-  the  individuals,  wiio  when  in 
the  United  States  in  a  state  of  Iioiidai^o  had  no  thought  for  the 
morrow.  They  suj)ply  our  town  with  vi'i^etables,  niellons, 
fowls,  «Sic.  ^:c.  The  readiness  witli  which  their  sales  have 
been  eflected,  has  given  a  spur  to  their  industry." 

The  Colonial  Agoit,  l)i'.  Mechlin,  in  hopes  that  his 
liealth  might  be  inqjroved  by  the  voyage,  retui-ned  to  the 
United  States  in  the  month  of  May.  A  relaxation  from  liis 
laboui-s,  and  the  air  of  his  native  land,  soon  restoi-ed  his 
strength;  and  iiaviug  enjoyed  for  sevei-al  months  the  socie- 
ty of  hi>i  friends.  ( ommunicated  much  valualile  iid'ormatioii 
to  tiie  Hoard  of  Managers,  conferred  with  them  and  receiv- 
ed llieir  instructions  on  all  sul)jects  i-elativc  to  the  aflairs 
of  the  Colony,  lie  took  passage  for  Libeiia  on  the  ^Otli  of 
October. 

During  his  absence,  the  duties  of  the  Colonial  Agency, 
Avcrc,  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Anderson,  ])eiformed  by  the 
Vice-Agent,  Mr.  Anthony  D.  Williams,  in  a  faithful,  pru- 
dent and  enei'gctic  manner. 

The  visit  of  ^Ir.  Francis  Dcvany,  one  of  the  ear- 
liest and  most  respectable  of  tlie  C'olonists,  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  during  the  last  spi-itig.  atJorded  the  Mana- 
gers and  the  jiuhlic  an  o]i|)i)rtiiiiity  lo  leai'ii  from  a  man 
of  colour,  worliiy  of  entire  conlidcnce.  manv  interesting 
facts  in  regard  to  the  feelings,  condition  and  piospectsof  the 
setthr-i  in  Iwberia.  Mr.  j)e\auy  arri\<'(l  in  Washington 
at  the  time  when  a  memorial  of  tiie  Society  to  Congress, 
was  under  the  considi-iation  of  a  Committee  of  that  body, 
and  at  the  rcfjuest  of  the  Chairman  of  that  ('(unmittee, 
several  gentlemen  from  both  Houses  assembled  to  heai"  his 
testinmny,  in  reply  to  the  various  (luestions  proj»osed  to  him 
concerning  the  state,  interests,  and  piogress  of  the  Colony. 
Mr.  Devanv  staled  lliat  the  iualtli  and  nioials  of  the  Colo- 


iiists  ai"c,  iti  general,  good;  that  no  capital  crime  l«a«l  ever 
been  corninitlcd  in  tlie  Colonv;  that  instances  of  inteniper- 
ance  are  extremely  rare,  that  in  Monro\  ia  there  are  three 
churches;  that  divine  service  is  attended  tiiricc  on  Sunday, 
also  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings:  that  many  na- 
tive childi-en  attend  the  Sunday  Schools;  that  their  i)arcnts 
in  the  neiglibourhood  are  adopting  our  mode  of  dress;  that 
the  climate  is  mild  and  uniform,  the  thermometer  never  fall- 
ing below  GS""  and  seldom  rising  above  88  ;  that  the  soil 
is  cultivated  with  ease;  that  much  of  the  country  is  finely 
-wooded  and  abounds  with  valuable  ship  timber;  that  coffee 
(similar  to  that  of  Java)  is  among  the  products  of  the  coun- 
try: that  many  of  the  houses  are  built  of  stone;  others  of 
logs  weatherboarded,  that  some  of  these  arc  painted  white 
and  have  green  venitian  blinds;  that  provisions  were  plenty 
and  the  Colonists  generally  well  satisfied  with  their  condi- 
tion; that  much  emulation  prevails,  each  settler  endeavour- 
ing to  push  his  own  fortune  by  all  fair  and  honourable 
means;  tliat  there  are  six  volunteer  companies  in  uniform, 
beside  niilitia,  anmunting  in  all  to  about  500  men;  that  the 
Colony  is  nevertheless  not  in  a  state  of  complete  defence, 
owing  to  the  unfinished  condition  of  the  fortifications,  and 
to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  guns  need  to  be  remounted;  that 
the  harbour  is  seldom  without  a  vessel  and  is  deemed  the 
best  along  the  coast,  and  that  while  the  slave  trade  is  pro- 
hibited by  the  severest  penalties  on  the  Territory  under  the 
Colonial  jurisdiction,  it  is  still  carried  on  in  its  immediate 
vicinity. 

This  meeting,  the  Managers  are  confident,  will  rejoice  to 
learn,  that  the  chief  and  people  of  one  of  the  native  tribes  in 
the  neighhouihood  of  the  Colony,  have  sought  the  protec- 
tion and  placed  themselves  under  the  authority  of  the  Colo- 
nial government.  The  intelligence  that  their  offers  of  sub- 
missiun  were  accepted,  was  received  by  them,  says  the 
Colonial  Agent,  with  shouts  of  joy,  and  they  could  scarcely 
be  restrained  from  coming  down  in  a  body  to  visit  us  the 


same  afternoon.  Tlicy  now  loci  theniBelves  secure  from 
the  dangers  of  slavery,  and  arc  no  longer  expo8ed  to  at- 
tacks from  their  cncniies;  they  are  di-Iivci-ed  fi'oni  the  power 
of  many  despotic  laws  and  harbartms  customs,  and  tliere  is 
reason  to  hope  that  they  will  soon  ac(iuirc  civilized  habits 
and  learn  to  appirciate  the  hcncfits  of  knowledge  and  Chris- 
tianity. Numerous  other  tribes,  it  is  believed,  arc  dis])OH- 
ed  to  imitate  this  example;  but  as  tliey  are  n)ore  remote,  it 
is  questional)le,  perhajjs,  whethei-  tlie  Colonial  government 
could  with  j)ropriety  at  this  time  extend  over  them  its  super- 
intending care.  But  the  Managers  trust,  that  at  no  dis- 
tant period  the  Colony,  conscious  of  its  ability  to  comj)ly 
with  the  solicitations  of  these  poor  Africans,  who  stretch 
out  their  hands  for  help  and  would  find  a  refuge  within  its 
limits,  shall  encourage  them  to  renounce  the  vices  and  su- 
perstitions of  their  Fathers,  ajid  under  the  ])rotection  of  its 
wholesome  laws  and  the  inlluences  of  a  pure  faith,  to  acquii'e 
tljat  character  and  those  blessings  which  are  alone  worthy 
of  the  nature  and  destiny  of  man. 

The  Managers  alluded  in  their  last  Report  to  some  at- 
tempts which  had  been  made  to  explore  the  interior,  and  to 
ascertain  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  the  character  of 
the  more  remote  African  pojjulation.  It  was  mentioned 
that  several  persons  had  visited  and  been  kindly  received 
by  King  Boatswain,  a  chief  of  much  power  and  inlluencc, 
whose  pr-incipal  town,  by  the  usual  route,  was  distant  ono 
hundreil  and  fifty  miles  (Vom  Monr()via.  It  gives  the  Man- 
agers ])leasufe  to  state,  tliat  a  new  road  has  recently  been 
opened  and  compleled  from  Miilsburg  to  the  country  of  Hoat- 
swain,  which  will  redia c  the  <listaii(  e  to  eighty  or  ninety 
miles,  and,  as  mci-chuii(li/.e  can  be  traiisjjorted  otic-tliiril  of 
the  way  by  water,  add  greatly  to  the  trade  and  intercourse 
with  tlie  interior-  The  existence  and  advantages  of  the 
Colony  are  becoming  known  to  <listant  tril)es,  and  every 
year  may  be  exjjected  to  open  new  sources  of  information  to 
the  curiosity  and  new  avcmics  of  cointnerce  and  of  wealtli 
to  the  enterprise  of  the  colonists. 
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The  Agricultural  interests  of  the  Colony,  which  liave  been 
tuu  loni;;  and  too  generally  neglected,  begin,  the  Managers 
have  reason  to  think,  to  be  regarded  as  of  [)i'imary  impor- 
tance. A  number  of  the  colonists  have  for  years  api)lied 
themselves  industriously  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
but  ill  too  many  instances  have  the  hopes  of  great  and  im- 
mediate profit  by  trade  occasioned  inattention  to  the  slow- 
er but  surer  advantages  of  Agricultural  labour-  On  a 
visit  to  Caldwell  in  the  njonth  of  March  the  Colonial  Agent 
was  '^particularly  struck  by  the  progress  made  by  the  Har- 
riet's people  in  the  cultivation  of  their  farms,  which,  had  he 
not  known  to  the  coiiti-ary,  he  would  have  supposed  iiad  been 
i)ccupied  by  them  for  at  least  two  or  three  years."  The 
whole  place,  he  observes,  ''is  in  a  higli  state  of  cultivation, 
and  the  inhai)itants  by  their  industry  and  attention  to  their 
Agricultural  pursuits,  have  placed  themselves  ahove  want." 
In  a  communication  dated  in  Septembei'last  he  states  "that 
a  new  spirit  is  pervading  the  community,  many  begin  to 
think  that  the  cultivation  o^the  soil  may  not  he  so  unprof- 
itable as  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  it.  It 
is  discovered  tiiat  they  cannot  all  be  petty  merchants  to  ad- 
vatitage."  (Convinced  as  are  the  Managers  tliat  more  gen- 
eral attention  to  Agriculture  is  essential  to  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  the  Colony,  they  have  been  anxious  to  encour- 
age tlie  cfiorts  of  those  settlers,  wiio  have  manifested  a  deter- 
mination to  engage  and  persevere  in  this  laudable  pursuit, 
and  to  excite  others  to  imitate  their  example.  They  have 
therefore  adopted  a  more  lihci'al  system  in  the  distribution 
of  lands,  and  instructeil  tiie  Colonial  Agent  to  allow  to  each 
emigrant  residing  at  a  distance  of  more  than  three  miles 
from  the  towns,  fifty  acres  for  himself  ami  family,  with  the 
privilege  of  purchasing  within  five  years  thereafter,  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  fifty  adjacent  acres.  They 
have  also  empowered  him  to  make  a  donation  to  any  colo- 
nist or  association  of  colonists,  of  a  quantity  of  land  not  ex- 
ceeding 500  acres,  on  condition  that  the  same  be  appropria- 
ted to  the  culture  of  collee,   cotton  and  the  sugar  cane- 


Tlie  commerce  of  the  Colony,  is  rapidly  increasing,  and 
at  one  time,  during  tiie  last  summer,  were  seen  in  the  har- 
bour of  Monrovia,  live  s(|uaro-rigged  vessels — tlii'cc  Eng- 
lish, one  French,  and  one  American.  Several  small  ves- 
sels arc  owned  by  the  colonists,  and  constantly  engaged 
in  trade  along  the  coast.  Several  of  the  emigrants  have 
been  vei'y  successful  in  business,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years,  placed  themselves  in  circumstances  of  ease 
and  independence.  The  Managers  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, tiiat  the  love  of  trade  has  been  excessive,  and  that 
many  have  been  induced  to  engage  in  it,  from  expectations 
of  immediate  gain,  whose  information  and  previous  hab- 
its gave  tlicm  little  ability,  for  such  cniploymoiit.  The 
Managers  trust  that  cxpericiice  has  tauglit  them  wisdom, 
and  that  they  will  hereafter  seek  to  obtain  a  livelihood 
by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

The  Managcjvs  have  heard,  with  regret,  that  the  Schools 
of  the  Colony,  have  received  neither  adequate  countenance 
or  support,  and  that  the  settlers,  generally,  manifest  no 
due  sense  of  the  importance  of  preparing  their  cliildrcn, 
by  education,  for  intluence  and  usefulness  in  life.  Solemn- 
ly convinced,  tliat  without  a  system  of  education,  the  bene- 
fits of  whicii  may  be  enjoyed  by  every  child,  the  great 
ends  foi"  which  the  Colony  was  established  can  never  be 
accomplished,  the  Managers  have  instructed  the  Colonial 
Agent  to  carry  such  a  system  into  immediate  cflTect. — 
I'ermanent  Sciiool-houses  ai-e  to  be  erected  at  Monrovia, 
Caldwell  and  Millsburg,  towards  each  of  whi<  Ii  the  Man- 
agers iiave  resolved  to  advance  one  hundred  dollars,  pro- 
vided three  hundred  he  raised,  for  the  same  object,  by  the 
Colonists  themselves;  and  in  the  same  proportion,  should  a 
less  sum  only  be  rerjuired.  At  present,  the  pioceeds  of 
the  sales  of  all  ])iil)lic  lands,  of  licenses,  and  lines,  togeth- 
er with  five  hundred  dollai's  aiiiinally  fi-om  the  funds  of 
the  Society,  (or  such  jxirtion  of  them  as  may  \)r  necessary) 
are  to  be  applied  to  the  sii])|)()i't  of  these  S(  hocds,  over  each  of 
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wliicli,  five  trustees  are  to  have  constant  supervision,  and  of 
all  the  aflfairs  of  which,  the  Colonial  Agent  is  required,  semi- 
annually, to  transmit  to  the  Society  a  full  and  detailed 
account.  In  a  recent  address  transmitted  to  Liberia,  the 
Managei-s  endeavoured  to  impress  the  Colonists  with  the 
absolute  necessity  of  bringing  their  children  under  the  tui- 
tion of  competent  instructors,  and  to  make  them  sensible, 
that  all  hopes  of  good,  for  their  posterity,  are  depending 
upon  a  well-conducted  system  of  education.  This  nett- 
ing will  be  gratified  to  know,  that  a  news-paper,  edited  by 
Mr.  J  B.  Russwurm,  a  very  intelligent  and  well-educated 
man  of  colour,  is  now  issued  from  the  Liberian  press. — 
Though  the  earliest  numbers  were  printed  on  paper,  injured 
by  long  exposure  to  a  damp  atmosphere,  the  Managers 
are  happy  to  state  that  fifty  reams  of  fine  paper,  have  re- 
cently been  sent  out  by  the  same  liberal  Gentleman  in  Bos- 
ton, from  whom  the  Press,  as  a  donation,  was  formerly  re- 
ceived. This  paper  will  afford  much  useful  infoimation, 
concerning  the  affairs  of  the  Colony,  and  the  productions 
and  population  of  other  parts  of  Africa;  it  is  the  third,  the 
Managers  believe,  which  has  been  published,  on  the  West- 
ern Coast  of  tliat  Continent,  and  they  hail  its  appearance, 
as  a  new  evidence  that  the  lights  of  Knowledge  and  Reli- 
gion, arc  breaking  in  upon  the  darkness,  and  must  finally 
dispel  the  gloom  of  that  wide  empire  of  superstition  and 
crime. 

Serious  apprehensions,  have  been  expressed,  during  the 
year,  by  many  Friends  of  the  Society,  tliat  great  evils  would 
arise,  both  to  the  settlers  and  the  native  Africans,  from  the 
introduction  of  ardent  spirits,  as  an  article  of  use  and  of 
trade  at  the  Colony.  The  Managers  have  felt  these  ap- 
prehensions to  be  well  founded,  and  though,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  natives  frerjuently  refuse  to  trade  when  this 
article  is  denied  to  them,  and  to  the  fact,  that  they  can 
always  obtain  it  elsewhere,  provided  they  cannot  at  the 
Colony,  the  subject  is  attended  with  difliculties,  they  have 
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sought  to  tlo  all  in  tiieir  power  to  meet  the  vicvvs  and  ac- 
complish the  wishes  of  the  friends  of  Temperance.  They 
have  earnestly  rec;)inineiido(l  to  the  Colonists  the  formation 
of  Temperance  Societies,  on  the  principle  of  entire  absti- 
nence, and  wholly  to  discontinue  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
in  trade  with  the  natives,  and  iiave  also  instructed  the  Co- 
lonial Agent  to  aid  and  encourage  them,  in  all  measures 
which  may  tend  to  secure  these  objects. 

The  Managers  have  reason  to  fear,  that  a  sudden  elevation 
of  privileges  and  circumstances,  and  the  rapid  acquisition 
of  property,  have  produced,  to  some  extent  among  the  set- 
tlers, a  spirit  of  emulation,  display,  and  extravagance  un- 
favorable to  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the  Colony. 
.The  Colonists  have  much  to  learn  even  in  regard  to  tlieir 
()\\  n  interests,  and  perbaps  in  no  school  can  they  be  taught 
so  effectually  as  in  that  of  experience.  The  Managers  be- 
lieve, that  they  will  soon  be  convinced,  that  economy,  mode- 
ration, and  sober  expectations  will  best  promote  their  pri- 
vate happiness  and  the  public  welfare. 

Some  appalling  facts  in  regard  to  the  Slave  Trade  have 
come  to  the  knov\ledge  of  the  Board  of  Managers  during 
the  last  year.  With  undiminished  atrocity  and  activity  is 
this  odious  tralTic  now  carried  on  all  along  the  African  coast. 
Slave  factories  are  established  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Colony,  and  at  the  Gallinas  (between  Liberia  and  Sierra 
Leone)  not  less  than  Quo  slaves  were  sliipped  during  the  last 
summer,  in  the  space  of  three  weeks.  Wiiileail  Christian 
Governments  have  expressed  their  abhorrence  of  this  trade, 
they  have  done  compai'atively  notliing  i'ov  ita  .su|)pr('ssi()n. 
The  voice  of  injured  and  bleeding  humanity  has  long  called 
for  vigorous  and  united  action  on  this  subject,  but  it  has 
railed  in  vain.  Thousands  of  human  beings  have  perished 
in  agony,  iicrished  as  the  vi(  tims  of  the  most  unrelenting 
injustice  and  cruelty,  inllii  ted  by  citizens  of  Christian 
States,  and  yet  the  powers  of  Cbristendcmi,  well  knowing 
the  fact,  have  felt  no  adequate  sympathy  and  m'\dc  no  cner- 
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getic  eflbrls  to  save  tlicni.  There  is  reason  to  hope,  howe- 
ver, th:it  the  recent  dominion  of  public  opinion  in  the  most 
enlii:;hlenetl  niitiojis  of  Kiiropc,  will  induce  the  eminent  men 
now  invested  with  authority  to  redeem  the  pledges  they  have 
repoiitedly  given,  as  well  since  as  before  their  elevation,  to 
exert  faithfully  the  powers  witli  wliich  they  are  clothed,  to 
put  down  this  great  scandal  of  the  world.  We  know  that 
Lafayette  has  never  made  a  promise  which  he  has  not  ful- 
filled, and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  English 
Ministry  w  ill  engage  with  zeal  in  this  righteous  cause,  nor 
suffer  itself  to  be  outdone  by  any  other  power.  Might  we 
not  hope  that  before  the  united  efforts  of  England,  France, 
and  America,  tliis  nefarious  traftic  would  be  made  to  dis- 
appear forever?  The  Managers  beg  leave  here  to  repeat; 
the  o])inioji  of  the  late  Dr.  Randall,  which  was  expressed 
in  their  last  Report,  "that  the  elfectual  method  for  breaking 
up  this  trallic,  would  be  to  send  upon  the  coast,  light,  well- 
armed  and  fast-sailing  schooners,  which  might  touch  at 
tliose  places  whence  the  slaves  are  taken,  and  which  should 
relieve  each  othei"  and  remain  upon  the  coast  the  whole  year: 
they  should  be  ac(om[)anicd  by  one  or  two  sloops  of  war,  with 
a  force  sulilcient  to  break  up  the  Slave  Factoi'ies."  The 
Managers  are  persuaded  that  no  subjec  t,  more  than  this,  de- 
mands the  earnest  and  immediate  attciition  of  all  iiumane  and 
conscientious  Statesmen,  and  of  all  the  friends  of  mankind. 
At  the  last  Anniversary,  the  Board  alluded,  with  heartfelt 
interest,  to  the  noble  spirit  of  Christian  enterprise  which 
had  proin])ted  tiie  friends  of  God  and  man  in  Switzerland, 
as  well  as  in  tiie  United  States,  to  endeavor  to  establish 
Missions  in  Liberia,  and  to  instruct  the  native  Africans  in 
the  doctrines  and  duties  of  Christianity.  It  was  then  sta- 
led that  the  Basle  Miiisionary  Society  had  a])pointed  four 
additional  Missionaries  to  the  Liberia  station,  and  that  on 
their  way  to  the  Colony,  they  had  visited  the  United  States, 
in  the  hope  of  exciting  interest  in  the  cause,  and  securing 
funds  for  the  work  to  whicli  ihsv  were  devoted.     Of  those 
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Missionaries  three  liavebeen  smnmoiicd  to  tlic  eternal  world; 
so  that  three  only,  ol"  the  wliolo  miinlier  undo?'  the  direction 
of  that  Society,  now  retnain  to  speak  to  the  (k\^i'aded  AlVi- 
cans  the  words  of  eternal  life.  If  it  he  honorahle  to  die  for 
one's  coimtry,  honored,  surely,  should  be  tlic  memory  of  those 
who  liave  fallen  amid  their  labours  to  impart  to  the  stran- 
gers and  barbarians  of  a  distant  clime,  divine  knowledge 
and  the  immortal  liopcs  of  the  Gospel. 

Two  Missionaries,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner,  have  recently 
embarked  for  the  Colony,  under  the  authority  of  the  Ameri- 
can IJaptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  several  men  of 
colour  are  now  preparing  to  go  out  as  ministers  and  teach- 
ers, under  the  ])atronage  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  United  States.  The  Young  Men's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  the  City 
of  New  York,  has  been  touched  by  the  appeals  from  Africa, 
and  only  waits  to  find  an  individual  qualified  and  disposed  to 
give  himself  to  the  work  of  her  moral  illumination.  In  all 
these  movements,  may  be  discovered  the  omens  of  a  better 
dispensation  to  a  people  too  long  crushed  by  the  powers  and 
unvisited  by  the  sympathies  of  the  Christian  world. 

In  directing  the  attention  of  this  meeting  to  the  progress 
of  opinion  and  effort  in  this  country  favourable  to  the  objects 
of  this  Society,  the  Managers  see  much  to  animate  their 
hopes  and  exertions.  It  is  unquestionable  that  the  scheme 
of  the  Society  is  rapidly  and  extensively  gaining  strength 
in  the  public  confidence  and  afl'ection.  In  almost  every  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  is  distinctly  heard  the  voice  of  an  ap- 
proving people  uttering  their  higli  and  solemn  purpose  to 
carry  forward  the  cause  of  this  Institution  to  an  honourable 
and  illustrious  triumph. 

Three  Agents,  the  Rev.  II.  IJ.  Bascom,  of  Kentucky, 
Josiali  F.  Polk,  Escj.  of  this  city,  and  recently,  Robert  S. 
Finley,  Esq.  of  Ohio,  have,  during  the  year,  been  very  ac- 
tively and  successfully  engaged  in  explaining  the  views,  en- 
forcing the  claims   and  obtaining  aid   to  the  design  of  this 


Societj.  Tlie  foiniatioii  of  about  ciglity  Auxiliary  Socie 
tics,  and  tlie  addition  by  Mr.  Bascom,  of  more  tban  ont 
thousand  names  to  associations  previously  existing,  are  per- 
haps among  the  least  benefits  resulting  from  their  judicious 
and  well-directed  eflorts.  Trutlishave  been  told,  arguments 
stated,  principles  developed,  thoughts  and  emotions  awaken- 
ed, before  the  power  of  which,  prejudice  must  yield,  opposi- 
tion relent,  ignorance  be  humble,  and  generous  and  candid 
minds  kindle  and  glow  with  holy  enthusiasm  for  a  cause 
clearly  seen  to  be  connected  with  the  reputation  and  wel- 
fare of  our  country,  and  with  all  the  hopes  and  interests  of 
Africa. 

A  brief  statement  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  Society,  pre- 
pared and  published  during  tbe  Spring,  by  the  Society  of 
Inquiry  in  the  Theological  Institution  at  Andover,  and  sub- 
sequently republished  and  widel)  circulated  among  the 
Clergy  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  doubtless  contributed 
to  increase  the  number  and  value  of  the  collections  on  the 
Fourth  of  July;  nor  can  the  Managers  allude  to  these  col- 
lections without  expressing  their  obligations  to  the  Clergy 
and  Churches  that  have  given  such  substantial  proofs  of 
their  charity,  and  their  hope  that  each  successive  year  will 
bring  with  it  similar  additional  evidence  of  tiieir  gi-atitude 
for  our  National  blessings,  and  of  their  desires  to  extend  to 
others  the  benefits  of  freedom,  knowledge  and  religion- 

Among  the  Presbyterian  denomination  in  Virginia,  an 
effort  has  been  made  to  raise  funds  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a  Presbyterian  church  in  the  Colony,  with  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  success.  Several  additional  subscriptions  have  re- 
cently been  obtained,  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,  and 
the  Managers  are  unwilling  to  believe,  that  among  all 
the  liberal  in  the  United  States,  a  sufficient  number  will 
not  be  found  to  supply  those  which  are  still  deficient. 

Two  vessels  have  recently  been  despatciied  for  the  Colo- 
ny, the  ship  Carolinian,  which  sailed  with  Dr.  Mechlin,  the 
Colonial  Agent,  Dr.  Humphries,  Physician  and  Assistant 
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Agent,  and  one  hundred  and  six  coloured  persons,  45  of 
whom  were  liberated  slaves;  and  tliehrigA'olador,  in  which 
embarked  Dr.  George  P.  Todsen,  Physician,  and  eighty- 
one  emigrants,  about  forty  of  which  were  freed,  w  ith  a  view 
to  their  colonization  in  Africa.  Much  disease  and  suffering 
have  heretofore  been  experienced,  >\hi(h  might  have  been 
prevented  by  good  medical  advice,  and  the  Managers  have 
deemed  it  a  duty,  therefore,  by  the  employment  of  two  re- 
spectable physicians,  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  preserve  the 
lives  and  health  of  the  Colonists. 

The  entire  expense  of  the  transportation  of  the  liberated 
slaves  by  the  Carolinian  and  Volador,  is  defrayed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Society,  which  has,  in  repeated  instances^ 
exhibited  a  noble  spirit  of  resolution  and  liberality,  in  pro- 
moting the  design  of  this  Institution.  Nor  can  the  Mana- 
ger-; forget  with  what  untiring  zeal  and  energy,  Mr.  Elli- 
ot Cresson,  one  of  the  members  of  that  Society,  has  direct- 
ed his  endeavours  to  excite  favourable  sentiments,  and  se- 
cure funds  for  the  African  cause.  Three  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling  have  been  received  by  the  Pennsylvania  So- 
ciety from  benevolent  individuals  in  England.  One  hun- 
dred pounds  of  this  sum  was  given  by  a  widow  Friend, 
who  is  represented  as  "only  rich  by  the  fewness  of  her  own 
wants,  and  the  readiness  with  which  she  ministers  to  the 
wants  of  others." 

The  hearts  and  hands  of  many  ladies  in  our  own  land 
have  become  engaged  in  this  work  of  mercy,  and  their  influ- 
ence and  charity  arc  regarded  by  tlic  Board  as  among  the 
most  cheering  omens  of  its  final  and  comj)lete  success. 

The  disposition  of  the  free  people  of  colour  to  emigrate 
to  Liberia,  in  the  lower  \yAvi  of  Virginia,  and  esj)ecially  in 
North  Carolina,  is  becoming  strong  and  prevalent,  and  ma- 
ny stand    ready   to  embark  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

A  bill  is  at  this  time  before  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale, 
of  North  Carolina,  which  proposes  that  a  tax  should  be  laid 
upon  all  the  Coloured  jiopulation  of  the   State,  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  raising  a  fund  for  tlie  removal  of  that  portion  alrea- 
dy free. 

In  the  Senate  of  Louisiana,  during  its  last  session,  reso- 
lutions were  adopted  expressive  of  the  opinion,  that  tlie  ob- 
ject of  this  Society  was  deserving  of  the  patronage  of  the 
General  Government,  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  the  Legislature,  they  will  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Select  Committee  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  which  the  memorial  of  the  Society  to  Congress,  at  its 
last  session,  was  referred,  made  a  favourable  report,  and  re- 
commended an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  the 
removal  of  each  free  person  of  Colour  in  the  U.  States,  who 
might  be  disposed  to  emigrate  to  Liberia,  and  ten  dollars  ad- 
ditional, in  case  the  individual  was  far  distant  from  the  port 
of  embarkatio)!,  provided  the  annual  expenditure  should  not 
exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  bill  brought  in  by  this 
Committee,  has  not  yet  been  called  up  for  consideration  in 
tlic  House. 

The  application  made  by  this  Society,  for  countenance  and 
aid  to  the  Federal  Government,  has  been  charged  upon  it 
as  a  departure  from  its  original  principles.  But  can  it 
have  been  forgotten,  that  the  second  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Society,  declares  that  it  shall  act  to  effect  its  ob- 
ject in  co-operation  with  the  General  Government,  and  w  ith 
such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regulations  on  the  subject? 
Can  it  have  been  forgotten,  that,  previous  to  the  existence 
of  the  Society,  the  State  of  Virginia  expressed  through  its 
Assembly  a  desire  that  the  General  Goverimient  should  ob- 
tain a  Territory  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  which 
might  serve  as  an  asylum  for  such  persons  of  colour  as  were 
then  free  and  for  such  others  as  might  thereafter  be 
emancipated?  Can  it  have  been  forgotten  that  the  very 
first  resolution  of  the  Society  was  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee *'to  present  a  respectful  memorial  to  Congress,  re- 
questing them  to  adopt  such  measures  as  might  be  though 
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most  adviscable  for  procuring  a  territory  in  Africa,  or  else- 
where, suitable  for  the  coloni/ation  of  the  free  people  of 
Colour? 

It  is  said  that  this  Society  interferes  with  the  rights,  and 
is  subverting  tlie  interests  of  propi-iotors  of  slaves.  The 
Society  transports  only  the  free.  It  claims  for  itself  no 
right,  it  claims  for  the  Federal  Government  iio  I'igiit,  to 
compel  directly  or  indirectly  a  single  individual  in  the 
United  States  to  emancipate  his  slaves.  The  Society  has 
no  power;  it  desires  none  but  its  moral  influence. 

Some,  perhaps,  may  think  that  the  expenditures  which 
have  been  made  in  establishing  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  have 
far  exceeded  the  good  which  has  been  attained.  And  did  not 
thousands  who  saw  the  immortal  Fulton  endeavouring  to 
propel  boats  by  steam,  consider  the  money  which  iiis  experi- 
ments cost,  to  be  v.asted?  But  by  what  arithmetic  shall  we 
calculate  the  value  of  the  result  of  these  experiments  to  his 
counti-y  and  the  world. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  consult  the  statements  of  the  ex- 
penditures on  account  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  that  have 
been  regularly  laid  before  the  public,  to  demonstrate  the 
utter  fallacy  of  that  reasoning,  that,  from  narrow  viens  and 
mistaken  facts,  would  attempt  to  tlirow  a  cloud  on  the  man- 
agement of  its  concerns.  Errors  may  have  been  committed, 
but  what  gi'cat  object  has  ever  been  effected  w  itiioul  tlieir 
occurrence?  It  is  enough  to  say,  and  it  may  be  said  with 
hcai-tfelt  satisfaction,  that  this  object,  in  whi.ii  gloi-y  and 
utility  go  hand  in  hand;  this  oliject,  of  whicli  it  is  dillicult 
to  decide  wlittlicr  lit'iii'lici'iicc  to  a  degi'aded  race,  or  tlie  ex- 
altation of  national  ( liaracter  is  its  higliest  illustration,  has 
80  far  been  achieved,  at  a  less  expense  of  blood  (jr  money 
either  to  the  Govei-nment  or  to  in(ii\iduals,  tliaii  any  Colo- 
ny that  has  ever  beeri  established.  Economy  should  be  the 
concomitant  equally  of  pul)lic  and  jirivate  pursuits,  and  the 
Managers  invite  the  attention  of  tlie  public  to  thrii-  disbui-so- 
ments,   which,   with  this   \iLW,  are  regularly  spread  btfore 
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llicm.  Rut  while  these  arc  lionestly  ailministcrcd,  let  no 
one  imtlertake,  w  ithout  know  h-ilge,  to  throw  into  the  scale 
dollars  and  cents  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  numerical  sti'cngth 
of  the  Colony  on  the  other.  It  is  in  the  conimenccir  .nt  of 
great  undertakings  that  diHicuItics  most  abound  They 
have,  in  this  case,  been  o\  crcoujc.  at  the  cost  of  a  few  hun- 
di-ed  thousands  of  dollars,  consisting  of  spontaneous  contri- 
butions, and  the  incidental  aid  of  the  Govcrnmcjit,  w  hich, 
although  of  inestimable  value,  has  not,  in  a  period  of  four- 
teen years,  exceeded  tlie  cost  of  a  single  fi-igateof  the  lowest 
class.  And  wi;cre  is  the  man  bold  enough  to  say  that  the 
benefit  does  not  infinitely  transcend  the  pi-icc?  Sordid  must 
be  that  spirit  and  lost  to  the  piircst  as  well  as  noblest  impul- 
ses of  the  human  heart,  tliat  would  part  with  the  benefit, 
for  the  expense  incurred  in  its  acquisition. 

He,  who  two  centuries  hence,  shall  look  abroad  upon  re- 
claimed and  regenerated  Africa,  behold  her  cultivated  fields 
and  smiling  harvests;  her  well-built  cities,  and  rivers  whita 
w  ith  the  sails  of  commerce;  her  schools  and  churches;  and 
see  elevated  higli  above  her  civilized  and  joyful  population, 
the  ensign  of  freedom  and  the  banner  of  the  Cross,  will  more 
justly  estimate  and  feel  tlie  importance  of  the  eHbrts  of  this 
Society. 
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Ai."/ri<-ini  C'Loi'iriii'imi  Sor'nty   in   acrounl  current  wilh   liicliard 
.Smith,  'frcdsiirrr. 

DR. 

To  cash  for  collectin}^  cmlpraiUs fi  3.>S  'Jl 

cash    for  traiispoitalion    unci  provision  of 

emig;rants  and  supplies  for  the  Colony  11,113  59 

salaries  of  Ag-cnts  at  the  Colony 1,230 

salariesof  Officers  of  the  Society  at  liooic. .  2,893  37 

office  rent,  stationary,  printing',  and  contin- 
gencies   1,450  C)2 

interest  on  money  borrowed 45  33 

loans  to  Society  paid  off. 2,516 

support  of  Cecil  Ashmun  and  Washington 

Davis 520  50 

loss  on  uncurrent  and  counterfeit  money. .  15 

balance,  including  §92  counterfeit  money  7,056  07 


$27,209  39 


cn. 

By  balance  from  last  year,  ($76  counterfeit)  S      625  8S 

donations  from  individuals 3,806  37 

Auxiliary  Societies 5,712  46 

annual  subscriptions 91 

collections  by  Agents 2,153  C9 

4tli  of  July  collections 10,973   13 

life  member  subscriptions 867  45 

subscriptions  on  plan  of  Gerrit  Smitli....  2,850 

subscriptions  to  African  Ueposilory 1^0 


?27.209  39 


By  balance  as  per  contra,  including  $92  counterfeit  money,  $7,056  07 
E.  K.  " 

HlCMAlilJ  SMIIH, 
Treastirer  .American  Colonization  Society. 

■\VASiiiNCiToy,  Janunrij  19,  1831. 


A  P  P  E  N  1)  I  X  . 


(No.  1.— I'a;;e  1.1.) 

AN'k  have  mentionctl  the  able  and  successful  exertions  ol  seve- 
ral Agents,  who  have  been  employed  by  the  Society  during  the 
year.  They  have  done  honour  to  themselves,  and  greatly  ad- 
vanced the  cause  to  which  they  have  been  devoted.  It  is  be- 
lieved, however,',  that  the  establishment  ol"  Permanent  Agencies, 
each  of  which  shall  embrace  within  its  limits  several  States, 
will  conduce  essentially  towards  carrying  into  effect  a  well-or- 
ganized system  of  operations  throughout  the  Union.  Three 
Permanent  Agents  have  already  been  appointed  by  the  Mana- 
gers, for  the  three  several  fields  of  New  England  and  New 
York — Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Michi- 
gan Territory — North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Florida. 


(No.  2.— Page  14.) 

The  Fourth-of-July  Collections  during  the  last  year  amounted 
to  810,973  13.  May  we  not  hope  that  these  Collections  will 
hereafter  take  place  in  every  Congregation  of  every  Religious 
Denomination  of  our  Country  ? 


(No.  3.) 

Original  Principlt  s  of  llic  Colnniztilioii  S'oiicfi/, 

From  an  arlich'  which  ajijxarcd  in  a  latr  iiiiiiihtT  of  thf  Afri- 
can Reposit(jry,  we  publish  the  fi)l!ouin>f  extracts,  dfvclopiiiji; 
the  true  principles  and  character  of  the  Society.  In  allusion  to 
the  opposition  to  the  .Society,  manifested  in  one  or  two  States, 
the  writer  inquires:  — 

Can  it  be  attributed  to  anij  dtfuirlurr  of  the  Society  from  it*  avoired  original  dr 
tign  and  principle?      Wc  niiiintaiii  lli.it  it  caiinol;  wc  niaiiitaiiitliat    llii- cliar.ictcr 
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of  the  Sucioly,  has  from  the  coinmci\ccmcnt  been  uniformly  the  same,  and  that  its 
prooeedinps  have  been  consistent  with  its  character. 

ll'ere  or  are  the  df signs  and  principles  of  the  Socitty  hostile  to  the  j-jg-Zifc  and  in- 
terests of  the  Southern  States?  We  maintain  that  tliey  were  not  and  are  not;  but  on 
the  contrary,  are  worthy  to  be  cherished  by  the  citizens  of  these  States,  and  to 
bo  sustained  with  all  their  energies  as  means  of  their  political  and  moral  strength. 

In  order  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  Society  has  departed  from  its  avowed 
original  design  and  principles,  what  this  design  and  these  principles  were  at  its  ori- 
gin must  first  be  understood.  Let  lis  seek  for  information  on  this  sidiject  from  t}ie 
Constitution  of  the  Society,  iiitciyretcd  by  ttie  recorded  opinions,  and  by  the  acts  of 
its  Founders.  We  might  here  allude  to  the  character  of  those  men,  who  engaged 
most  earnestly  and  actively  in  establishing  our  Institution,  aud  ask  is  there  an  indi- 
vidual who  dare  to  question  their  integrity,  their  patriotism,  or  their  honour?  Is 
there  a  generous  Carolinian  who  would  cast  reproach  upon  the  memories  of  such 
men  as  Caldwell  and  Finley,  of  IVashington,  Harper  and  Fitzhugh?  These  names 
are  sacred.  Of  those  still  living,  their  associates  in  laying  the  foundations  of  this 
Society,  we  say  only,  that  if  they  are  not  incapable  of  deception,  confidence  should 
not  be  placed  in  human  virtue. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  several  years  previous  to  the  organization  of  this 
Society,  the  subject  of  African  Colonization  had  been  considered  in  the  Legislatui-e 
of  Virginia;  tliat  the  Governor  (Mr.  Monroe)  had  been  requested  to  correspond 
with  Mr.  Jefterson,  (then  President  of  the  United  States)  in  regard  to  it;  that  the 
idea  met  the  entire  approbation  of  the  President;  that  efforts  made  by  him  to  se- 
cure a  home  for  the  Free  People  of  Colour  in  the  United  States,  at  Sierra  Leone, 
proved  unsuccessful,  as  did  also  the  attempt  to  obtain  territory  for  them  from  the 
Portuguese  in  South  America;  and  finally  that  Resolutions  in  favour  of  renewed  ex- 
ertions were  adopted  by  the  Virginia  Legislature  three  several  times  before  De- 
cember 1S16,  when  this  body,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  expressed  its  desire 
that  the  general  government  "might  obtain  territory  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  or  at 
some  other  place  not  withui  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  as 
an  asylum  for  such  persons  of  colour  as  are  now  free  and  may  desire  the  same,  and 
for  those  who  may  hereafter  be  emancipated."  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that 
most  of  those  who  assembled  to  form  the  Society,  and  all  who  expressed  their  sen- 
timents on  that  occasion,  were  slave-holders;  nor  does  there  appear  to  have  existed 
at  the  time  a  suspicion  that  their  motives  were  unworthy,  or  their  acts  reprehensi- 
ble. The  lofty  State  of  Virginia  had  taken  the  lead,  which  none  seemed  to  have 
imagined  that  it  would  be  unwise  or  unsafe  to  follow. 

The  second  Article  of  the  Society  declares  that  "the  object  to  which  its  attention 
is  to  be  exclusively  devoted,  is  to  promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  Colonizing  (with 
their  own  consent)  the  free  people  of  colour,  residing  in  our  Country,  in  Africa,  or 
buch  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  expedient.  And  tJie  Society  shall  act 
to  effect  this  object  in  co-operation  willi  the  General  Government,  and  such  of  the 
Stateii  as  may  adopt  regulations  upon  Ute  subject."  Before  the  adoi)tion  of  the 
Constitution,  at  thj  very  first  meeting  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Clay  observed  that  "it 
was  not  proposed  to  deliberate  on,  or  consider  at  all  any  question  of  emanci[iation," 
and  Mr.  Randolph  of  Virginia  expressed  a  similar  opinion,  whrle  at  the  same  time 
he  remarked,  "if  a  place  could  be  provided  for  their  reception  and  a  mode  of  send- 
ing them  heucc,  thjre  were  hundreds,  nay  thousands  wha  would  by  mauumitting 
their  slaves,  relieve  lUemselvos  from  the  cares  uttcudaul  ou  their  possession.    The 
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First  Aiimml  Report  contiiiiis  the  opinions  of  the  Foinulcr-;  of  this  Society ,  expressed 
ill  the  most  eh-ar  uiul  uiiamhiuiiuus  laiijnmcie — 

Jtulge  Washina;ton  oliserved  in  his  AiUlress, 

"As  little  C4111  be  apprehendi-il  liy  the  proprietor,  who  will  not  volmiturily  avail 
himself  of  the  opportiuiily  which  this  settlement  will  alTord  him,  of  euKiiieipatin:^ 
his  slaves,  without  injury  to  his  country.  The  ort\-ct  of  this  Institution,  if  its  pros- 
perity shall  equal  our  wishes,  will  he  alike  propitious  to  every  interest  of  our  do- 
mestic Society;  and  should  it  lead,  as  we  may  fairly  hope  it  will,  to  the  slow,  but 
gradual  abolition  of  slaverj-,  it  will  wipe  from  our  political  Institutions  the  only  blot 
■which  stains  them;  ami  in  palliation  of  which  we  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  plead  the 
excuse  of  moral  necessity,  until  we  shall  have  honestly  exerted  all  the  means 
which  we  possess  for  its  extinction." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  a  letter  dated  in  ISll,  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  was  read,  in 
■which  he  statosthat  he  had  "long  ago  made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject  of  Coloniza- 
tion, and  that  he  had  ever  thought  that  the  most  desirable  measure  which  could  be 
adopted  for  gradually  drawing  oil' this  part  of  our  population."  Having  mentioned 
his  negotiations  during  his  Pesidency,  with  England  and  Portugal,  he  adds:  "/71- 
deed,  nothing  is  more  to  be  tei.flied  than  thai  the  United  States,  would  themselves  un- 
dertake to  make  such  an  establishment  on  tlie  Coast  of  Africa. 

Blr.  Mercer,  alluding  to  the  Virginia  Resolution,  said,  "many  thousand  individu- 
als in  our  native  State,  you  well  know,  Mr.  President,  arc  restrained,  as  you  and 
I  are,  by  tlie  raela-icholy  co:iviction,  that  they  cannot  j-ield  to  the  suggestions  of 
humanity  without  manifest  injury  to  their  Country.  The  laws  of  Virginia  nowdis- 
coui'age,  and  very  wisely,  perhaps,  the  emancipation  of  slaves.  But  the  very  poli- 
cy on  which  they  are  founded,  will  afford  every  facility  to  emancipation,  when  the 
Colonization  of  the  slave  will  be  the  consequence  of  his  liberation." 

Mr.  Clay  said,  "let  the  Colony  once  be  succes- fully  planted,  and  legislative  bo- 
dies, who  have  been  grieved  at  the  necessity  of  passing  those  prohibitory  laws, 
which,  at  a  distance,  might  appear  to  stain  our  codes,  will  hasten  to  remove  the  im- 
pediments to  the  exercise  of  benevolence  and  humanity." 

General  Harper,  in  his  letter,  published  in  the  first  Report  of  the  Society,  after 
remarking  upon  various  benefits  to  be  expected  from  the  Soeielj-,  uses  the  follow- 
ing hinguage:  "Ii  tends,  and  may  powerfully  tend  to  rid  us  gradually  and  entirely, 
in  the  United  States,  of  slaves  and  slavery;  a  great  moral  and  political  evil  of  in- 
creasing virulence  and  extent,  from  which  much  mischief  is  now  felt,  and  \cry 
great  calamity  in  future  is  justly  apprehended.  It  is  in  this  point  of  view,  I  confes.s, 
that  your  scheme  of  Colonizaliou  most  strongly  recommends  itself,  in  my  opinion, 
to  attention  and  support. — Thi^•  great  end  is  to  be  attained  in  no  other  way  than  by 
a  planof uiiiver*al  C<;loni/.»tioii,ybH/i'/rf/ oil  the  ronxnil  of  the  slave-hold/ is,  and  of 
the  Colonists  th<-ms<lv,Sj^  For  such  a  plan,  ih;it  of  the  present  Colonizaliou  Socie- 
ty 0|K'ns  and  prepares  the  way,  by  I'Xplorinjj  the  grouml,  si-lecting  a  proper  situa- 
tion, and  planting  a  Colony,  which  may  ser^'c  «s  a  r«  cepiacle,  a  nursery  ami  a 
school  for  those  that  are  to  follow.  Il  is  in  thi'^  point  of  view,  tli.it  1  (•nnsidv-r  its  be- 
nefits as  the  most  extensive  and  important,  though  not  the  mi.^t  iiuinediate." 

But  we  were  not  merely  to  refer  to  the  Consiitution  of  the  Soeiely  and  the  opin- 
ions of  its  Founders,  but  to  tlu'ir  actual  proceedings.  He  it  reiminbc-red  then,  tliai 
the  very  first  Resolution  passed  by  the  Society  was  to  appoint  a  Committee,  of 
which  the  Hon.  John  Raiulol|ih  was  a  iiieinber,  "to  present  11  respectful  iiiemoriul  to 
Congress,  requesting  them  to  adupt  "leh  measures  as  may  be  thnttght  most  advisea- 
blc  for  procuring  a  Territory  in  .Africa  or  elsewhere,  .-uitiible  for  the  Coloiii/atioii 
of  the  Free  People  of  Colour.'* 
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Thi*  Committee,  in  the  able  memorial  (jropareil  by  thoiu,  ami  which  was  pre- 
tt-iiteil  to  Congress,  observe,  that  "it  is  now  reduced  to  be  a  maxim,  equally  appro- 
ved iu  philosophy  and  practice,  that  the  existence  of  distinct  and  separate  castes  or 
classes,  forming;  exceptions  to  the  general  system  of  policy  adapted  to  the  commu- 
nity, is  an  inherent  vice  in  the  composition  of  Society,  pregnant  with  baneful  con- 
sequences, both  moral  and  political,  and  demanding  the  utmost  exertion  of  liimian 
energy  and  foresight  to  remedy  or  remove  it."  After  speaking  of  the  unfortunate 
condition  of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  and  tlie  consequent  injury  to  the  public  wel- 
(iirc,  they  say,  "the  evil  has  become  so  apparent,  and  the  necessity  for  a  remedy 
so  palpable,  that  some  of  the  most  considerable  of  the  slave-holding  States  have 
been  induced  to  impose  restraints  upon  the  practice  of  emancipation,  by  annexing 
conditions  which  have  no  etfect  but  to  transfer  the  evil  from  one  State  to  another; 
or  by  inducing  other  States  to  adopt  countervailing  regulations,  end  in  the  total 
abrogation  of  a  right,  which  benevolent  or  conscientious  proprietors  had  long  enjoy- 
ed under  the  sanctions  of  positive  law,  and  of  ancient  usage.  Your  memorialists 
beg  leave,  with  all  deference,  to  suggest  that  the  fairest  and  most  inviting  oppor- 
tmiities  are  now  presented  to  the  general  government,  for  repairing  a  great  evil 
in  our  social  and  political  Institutions,  and  at  the  same  time  for  elevating,  from  a 
low  and  hopeless  condition,  a  numerous  and  rapidly  increasing  race  of  men,  who 
want  nothing  but  a  proper  theatre,  to  enter  upon  the  pursuit  of  happiness  and  in- 
dependence, in  the  ordinary  paths  which  a  benign  Providence  has  left  oj)en  to  the 
human  race.  Those  great  ends,  it  is  conceived,  may  be  accomplished  by  making 
adequate  provision  for  planting,  in  some  salubrious  and  fertile  region  a  Colony,  to 
be  composed  of  such  of  the  above  description  of  persons  as  may  choose  to  emigrate; 
and  for  extending  to  it  the  authority  and  protection  of  the  United  States,  until  it  shall 
have  attained  suliicicut  strength  and  consistency  to  be  left  in  a  state  of  indepen- 
dence." 

A  favourable  Report  was  made  on  this  memorial  by  a  Committee  in  Congress, 
and  the  memorial  was  renewed  at  the  next  session  of  that  body. 

In  their  second  Report,  the  .Managers  of  the  Society  express  themselves  in  the 
following  terms:  ''It  (the  Society)  has  been  suggested  to  be  an  invention  of  the 
Southern  proprietor,  to  rivet  the  chains  of  servitude  upon  his  slaves,  as  if  the  cir- 
cumstances which  accompanied  the  origin  of  the  society,  the  character  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  their  solemn  and  reiterated  declarations  did  not  forbid  so  mifounded  an 
imputation.  It  would  not  be  more  wicandid  to  ascribe  to  them  a  design  to  invade 
the  rights  of  private  property,  secured  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  several 
slave-holding  States,  and  to  proclaim  Universal  Emancipation."  This  is  a  formal 
and  otlicial  declaration  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Society. 

From  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  the  recorded  opinions  and  proceedings  of  its 
Founder.'!,  it  is  obvious,  then, 

I.  That  those  who  established  the  Society,  looked  for  aid  to  the  States  and  to 
the  National  Government,  and  that  they  bound  themselves  by  their  Constitution, 
to  co-operate,  if  practicable,  with  these  powers  in  elfecting  their  object. 

II.  That  they  had  no  desire  or  intention  of  interfering,  in  any  way,  with  the 
rights  or  the  interests  of  the  proprietors  of  Slaves. 

III.  That  they  considered  slavery  a  great  moral  and  political  evil,  and  cherished 
the  hope  and  belief  that  tjie  successful  prosecution  of  their  object  would  offer  pow- 
erful uiotives  and  exert  a  persiuu^ivc  influence  in  favour  of  voluntary  emancipa- 
tion. 

These  original  principles  and  views  of  the  Society,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  were 
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immediately  ami  correctly  unJor-itixxl  hy  canilid  ami  roflccting  nirii  in  iIm-  romottf 
South,  uiul  ill  the  srroiiil  Aiiiiiinl  Ui-|)ort  of  tlio  I'tihuim  Counlii  Aiiriliury  Culoni- 
siilioyi  Society,  r/Vor/ifia,  jiublislu-il  in  KSil,  the  nianairt-r.s  pivu  in  tlu- follow in|^ 
tonus,  their  opinion  of  tlu-  Parent  Socioty.  "It  i»  national,  intelli;rent,  jiatriotic, 
benevolcut,  persevering  and  prudent." — While  er.nnxTatiiii;  the  ndvantafi;o."i  to  be 
derived  froiu  the  Institution,  they  say:  "The  arroniiilishnient  of  our  ohjirt  tcill  te- 
cure  to  every  propritlor  oj'  slaves  an  ojtjmrtunity,  if  he  thinks  proper  to  exerci.se  the 
right,  of  di.'posiiigof  his  property  as  he  i)leases;  a  rijjlit  for  which  we  all  strenuous- 
ly contend;  but  which  nmic  of  ms  possess.  The  establishment  of  our  Colony  will 
alford  facilities  to  proprietors  for  conipIetin<:;  in  Africa  the  exercise  of  the  ri^Af 
which  Clin  only  be  partially  exercised  in  this  country,  of  disposing  of  our  properly, 
in  our  own  way,  without  injury  to  the  community."  As^ain,  "nor  let  us  be  alarmed 
at  the  idea  of  such  occasional  exercises  of  benevolence;  it  is  cnlari;cment  in  this 
country,  and  not  transportation  to  Africa,  that  istruly  terrible  to  the  South:  turn 
loose  a  person  of  colour  in  tlie  Southern  country,  then,  and  without  addini;  to  hi.s 
happiness,  you  increase  in  the  community  an  acknowledged  nuisance;  transport  him 
to  Africa,  and  you  promote  his  happiness,  mal-.e  place  for  a  valuable  white  mem- 
ber of  society,  and  add  to  the  strength  and  security  of  the  community."  The  ob- 
ject of  the  Putnam  County  Society,  as  expressed  and  defined  in  its  Constitution, 
"is,  to  co-opei-ate  with  the  Parent  Society,  with  the  General  Government  itself, 
or  with  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regulations  on  the  subject,  in  settling  a  Colo- 
ny in  Africa,  &c." — and  in  the  same  Report,  when  calculating  the  expense  to  be  in- 
curred in  removing  our  whole  free  coloured  population,  'he  Managers  add,  "to  say 
that  the  national  resources  arc  inadequate  to  such  an  expenditure,  a.s  fast  as  it  may 
be  needed,  even  after  defraying  all  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  General  Goveni- 
nicnt,  is  a  disparagement  of  which  the  Managers  will  not  be  guilty.  The  United 
States  have  between  3  and  -100,000,000  acres  unsold  land.  They  will  derive  a  nett 
revenue  from  this  source  of  at  least  .'»;  300,000,000;  probably  twice  that  aiuount.  Can 
they  not,  will  they  not  spare  the  poor  sunj  of  10,000,000  in  aid  of  one  of  the  greatest 
works  of  charity  in  which  a  nation  can  engage.'" 

We  have  shown,  then,  what  were  at  its  origin,  thi'  avowed  design  and  princi- 
ples of  our  Institution,  and  we  have  shown,  too,  that  they  were  so  clearly  anrl  fully 
developed,  as  to  admit  of  no  reasonable  misapprehension;  and  also,  that  they  were 
not  misunderstood  by  Southern  men  who  made  themselves  acipiainted  witli  the  pub- 
lications of  the  Society. 

But  the  enemies  of  the  Society,  in  .South  Carolina,  bring  against  it  the  charge  of 
bad  faith;  of  having  acted  under  dixguise;  of  being  guilty  of  departun-  from  the  dc- 
si^  and  principles  which  were  professed  by  it  at  its  origin.  The  charge  is  ground- 
less, it  cannot  be  sii...tained.  We  call  upon  those  who  make  it,  for  their  proofs. 
Mere  asitertions  will  not  answer  the  purpoie.  We  demand  the  proofs.  Are  they 
to  be  found  in  repeated  applications  fur  ai<l  maile  by  the  Sij<!iety,  to  the  State  le- 
gislatures, or  to  the  Federal  Government!'  Why  thexe  appliealitJiiN  are  in  vx- 
act  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  and  tht;  primitive  acts  of  the  So<-iety.  i(a« 
Ihc  Society  attempted  by  its  proce<-dings  or  its  publications,  by  any  eKpre<ision  of 
opinion,  or  an)'  arlu.il  nieaiiure,  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  our  S<iulheni  Com- 
munities.^ Has  it  maintained  that  Contrrehs  has  the  rieht  to  disturb  rir  to  rhnrige 
the  domestic  |Kiliey  of  the  South''  No  man  cait  juHtly  impute  to  it  »iurh  olTenee, 
Done  point  to  a  sentence  or  an  act  in  its  hiitory,  which  jus(ilie«  luch  acnmationx. 
Nor  can  it  be  shown,  that  at  any  time,  the  hopes  and  wi-hes  of  tlif  .So«:irty,  in  re- 
gard to  the  voluntary  and  gradual    ieH>o\al    of  .vlaverv,  h:ue   been  more  distinctly 
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•  Tprt'M<-(l  iLau  iu  itii  rtr»l  anuitul  Report-  The  p<'utlcmen  In  South  Carolina,  wti> 
tleiiuuiicc  ihr  Si><.-irtj  ,  cannot  plead  llu-u  in  justilii-atioii  oltlifir  conduct,  that  it  ha» 
ilcpurtfd  I'roiu  the  ilcsiu'n  and  the  principles  which  were  a\o\vcdhj-  its  Foun- 
der*. 

But  thoui;h  the  chari;;^'  ot'  hypoCi-isv  and  inconsistency  cannot  he  fixed  upon  tho 
Society;  it  may  tlill  he  said,  that  however  clearly  its  ohject  and  principles  were 
{Tijfinally  di-veloped,  and  liowever  approved  by  Southern  men,  fhey  arc  nevertlic- 
losis  liostile  to  the  riirhts  and  the  interests  of  the  South.  But  can  this  assertion  ho 
proved?  We  think  it  cannot;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  our  Institution  is  adapted  by 
means  uni'xcepti*Miable,  to  relieve  the  Southern  States  from  the  acknowledged  evil 
fcfat'ree  coloured  population,  while  it  demonstrates  how  Ihrsc  Slates  Ihfmiclveii , 
may  if  they  please,  accomplish  an  ol)ject  of  still  higher  importance  to  their  politi- 
cal ,tnd  moral  welfare,  to  the  honor  of  their  character,  and  the  aui^icntation  of  their 
w»-alth  and  their  sirenirth. 

Recently,  we  know,  that  some  individuals  in  South  Carolina,  have  asserti'd,  that 
little  if  any  advanlaei-,  would  result  to  the  Southern  States,  from  the  removal  of  the 
free  people  of  colour;  but  we  know,  also,  that  in  this  they  have  contradicted  the 
gcneni!  opinion  in  these  States,  and  even  the  avowed  sentiments  of  the  ablest  op- 
pooents  of  our  Society. 

Wherefore  the  legislative  restraints  and  prohibitions  in  re>rard  to  emancipatioD, 
uuless  because  experience  has  shown  that  the  people  of  colour,  already  free,  con- 
tribute neither  to  the  security  nor  the  prosperity  of  the  conummity? 

Whorefore  the  adoption  of  Resolutions  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  requesting 
the  General  Government  to  aid  in  obtaining  a  Torritorj-  to  which  they  might  be  re- 
moved from  ilie  State.'  Why  has  Louisi.ina  resolved  to  expel  them  from  her  lim- 
its?— Here  are  actual  proceedings  amounting  to  more  than  a  mere  declaration  in  evi- 
dence, that  thi-<  class  is  viewed  as  injurious  and  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  South. 
No  one  can  deny  that  such  is  the  prevailing  opinion  in  the  slave-holding  States. 
The  .Managers  of  the  Putnam  County  Society  (Georgia)  remark:  "We  all  know 
the  effects  produced  on  our  slaves  by  the  fascinating,  but  delusive  a{>pearance  of  hap- 
piness, exhibited  in  persons  of  their  own  complexion,  roaming  in  idlenes";  and  vic^ 
among  them.  By  removing  the  most  fruitful  source  of  discontent  from  among  our 
slaves,  we  should  render  them  more  industrious  and  attentive  to  our  commands; 
and  by  rendering  them  more  industrious  and  obedient,  we  should  naturally  secure 
their  b-.-tte.'  treatment — we  should  ameliorate  their  condition."  Our  enemies  have 
admitted  that  good  would  result  from  the  removal  of  this  class  Caius  Gr.icchus 
declares,  that  if  the  Society  could  attain  "this  single  ohject  in  good  faith,  (the  re- 
incval  of  the  free  people  of  colour)  he  should,  perhaps,  be  among  the  last  citizens  in 
the  Commonwealth — who  would  raise  his  voice  again'^t  it,"  and  the  author  of  the 
Crisis  (who  is  doubtless  recrarded  as  authority  in  South  Carolina)  acknowledges, 
that  there  ii  no  doubt  but  that  if  the  South,  were  relieved  from  this  population,  it 
would  be  better  for  our  Southern  cities,  where  they  principally  reside."  Nothing 
can  be  more  plain  then,  than  th.-it  the  Colonization  Society,  in  its  efforts  to  remove 
the  free  peo|)le  cf  colour,  is  accomplishing  a  work  to  which  the  citizens  of  the 
South,  whether  friends  or  foes  to  the  Society,  have  given  their  decided  approba- 
tion. 

It  is  equally  plain  and  undeniable,  that  the  Society,  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
W)rl{,  h;u  never  i.nterfiired  or  evinced  even  a  disposition  to  interfere  in  ariT  way 
With  the  riirhts  of  proprietori  of  slavr«. 

B«t  Jt  laay  be  '.v,<\  that  tlie  Society  has  exprosed  the  opiniont  hat  "lavery  i«  a  moyal 


«rid  pdlitiral  evil,  ami  llial  it  biu  rtpirdcil  Ibo  >«-lu-iiic  of  CulunizRtion  »•  i>rc»ont 
iiip  motives  anil  i-xi  iliir.:  a  moral  iiitlui-iic-  al  llu-  .Smitli,  mNOUialili-  to  (jraiiual  and 
Tolunl:«i  V  cniaiii'iimtiuii.  Tills  is  tnu-,  and  it  is  this,  bryoiid  .ill  <|in'stion,  w  hirh 
has  sfciirfd  fn  it  tlx"  <"i>Mi\l<'riaiir«-  n:iil  patroniiiri.-  of  our  niosi  profound  and  saenriouk 
statc^iiii-n,  and  arivcn  to  ilii>--  schi-iiif  »  pcrnliar  attra(•ti^  i-urss  and  nlory  in  tlu'  view 
oftlio  onliplitrnrd  frii-nds  of  llitir  country  nnd  mankind. 

Anil  i>  the  Society  to  bi-  held  uji  as  odious  aiul  dan'j:iT.'iU!i,  bvcausi-  it  oalcrlaini 
ajid  avows  tlic  ojiinion  that  slavery  is  an  evil.'  Is  not  tliis  a  truth,  inscribed  as 
il  were,  upon  the  t'lrinainiMit  of  hi-avcn,  and  tlio  fact-  of  tlic  world  and  the  heart 
of  ujan.'— Would  not  the  denial  of  it,  be  a  denial  of  the  fundamental  principle 
of  all  Free  Government?  And  is  the  Society  to  be  condemned  for  a.-suming  ay 
truth,  what  even  the  Southern  Reviein  does  not  hesitate  uneipiivocally  and  repoat- 
fdly  to  avow,  while  arsning,  very  iugeniou.sly,  in  defeuct-  of  Southern  rights  and 
Southern  policy?  Speakin?  of  the  tratPiu  by  which  slavery  was  introduced  at  the 
Swuth,  a  writer  in  this  Rcvifw  says,  "  Vif^iri'i,  now  so  drephj  intent  upon  the 
means  of  gettini;  rid  of  Ihix  r.vti.,  [we  wish  that  South  Carolina  would  imitate  her 
ofty  cxampli']  in  vain  exerted  herself  to  pi  event  it."  Tlie  same  writer  denomi- 
nates the  slaves,  a  barbarous  and  abominable  population;"  and  in  furlhi-r  aMuuifxi 
to  the  slave  trade,  remarks:  '-It  was  a  conspiracy  of  all  Europe,  and  liic  commcr 
cial  part  o  f  this  contini-nt,  not  only  ,igainst  Africa,  but  in  a  more  aggravated 
gcme,  a^aimit  Ihrsc  Southern  rei;ions.  Tlie  sternest  justice  can  demand  no  more 
than  that  ice  shoiUd  be  thouj^ht  as  bad  as  those  irho  brought  this  kvil  upon  us.  1% 
the  Southern  Rct^iein,  on  accoimt  of  this  language,  to  be  arrui'^ned  and  condcnmcd  ai 
inimical  to  the  riirhts  and  the  peace  of  the  South?  Did  not  Mr.  Jefferson,  many 
vears  ago,  speak  out  on  this  subji'ct  in  a  lone,  clear,  earnest  and  alarming,  reproba- 
ting utterly  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  the  statesman  wlio  would  stand  forth  in 
its  defence?  Time  would  fail  us  to  tell  of  all  the  illustrious  and  patriotic  citizens  of 
the  South,  who  have  publicly  acknowledged  the  lamentable  effects  of  this  system, 
a.id  evinced  their  desire  that  some  plan  should  l)e  di-vised,  which  (in  consistency 
with  private  rights,  the  public  safety  and  the  welfare  of  the  enslaved)  might  ulti- 
mately secure  to  their  desci-ndants  complete  deliveranc;-  from  its  evils.  And  niuat 
these  men  be  denounced  as  incendiaries  andassassins  who  to  ac(|uire  a  re|)titation  for 
philanthropy,  would  stir  up  th  •  elements  of  revolution  and  bring  ruin  upon  tliat  So- 
ciety, with  the  prosperity  of  wh'.'-li  are  identified  th'-ir  dearest  interests  ai.d  mo:<t 
precious  hopes? 

If,  on  the  contrary,  tluir  o|iiaions  were  correct  and  tlr-y  did  right  to  expreat 
them,  the  Colonization  .Society  e^miiot  ju.stly  bj  rejiroached  for  having  imitated  tiieir 
example.  Korean  the  discovery  of  a  plan,  meeting  in  all  respei.-ts  the  views  of 
these  men,  the  adoption  or  rejrrtibn  <^  which,  so  far  as  il  can  Inr  made  instrumental 
in  the  diminution  or  reiiio\al  of  ^la\ery,  dejiends  and  must  ever  depend,  ujton  the 
in'/  qf  tite  South,  be  ju<tly  oth:rwi.se  r'-gardeil,  than  as  tJu-  rmult  of  a  true  concern 
for  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  our  er)imtr)  and  mankind. 

T\\r  free  people  of  colour  alone  are  to  be  colonized  b)-  Ihi-  Socii-ty,  and  whether 
the  benefit."  of  it«  scheme  are  ever  to  be  extended  to  other?,  in  a  quention  nferred 
to  Uiote  tn  whom  it  perttiint  as  a  matter  qf  right  and  duly  to  decide.  If  from  our 
knowledge  of  exi'ling  moral  caincs,  we  whould  venture  to  predict  that  this  decision 
willb-,  honouraS!?  to  fht  h'iniJni'.r  ,i<id  mag'iar.irtiitv  of  tlr  S''ufh,  it  will  not,  wn 
tru»t,  be  d'-cincd  an  ofT' nrr  againrt  ih.Tl  freedom  of  jud;;ur  nt  «  hieh  thone  most  in- 
terested w'Aild  claim,  and  whf.-h  wc  <lir>uld  be  the  lait  to  restrict  or  iuipair.     Con- 


38 


fideiit  1VC  art",  that  >hou!il  thi-  iiiotivc'§  to  voluntary  emancipation,  which  arc  pre- 
Kcntcil  in  the  fact  of  the  cstaMishment  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  of  a  prosperous  Colo- 
ny of  coloured  people,  prove  eflVctiiai,  the  consequences  loili  not  be  lesit  anspiriotts 
to  Soulhfrn  ijiterests,  tlian  to  the  liappines:.  of  those  who  would  be  made  partakers 
of  freedom,  in  circumstances  where  oiily,  they  may  appreciate  its  diirnity  and 
worth.  Such  consequences  could  b;;  deprecated  only  by  those  who  prefer  the  srrati- 
ilcations  of  selfishness  to  the  pleasures  a:id  rewards  of  virtue — tlieir  private  advan- 
tage to  the  jroneral  !»ood  of  their  country  and  mankind. 

It  is  denied  that  the  object  of  the  Colonization  Society  it^  national;  and  that  Con- 
gress has  any  constitutional  power  to  ijivc  it  aid.  The  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  Union,  we  believe,  think  otherwise,  and  nunierous  acts  of  Congress  prove, 
indisputably,  that  this  body  lias  re'.:arded  the  riu'iit  of  makinir  appropriations  to  pro- 
mote objects  not  certainly  of  greater  general  utility  as  clearly  granted  in  the  Con- 
stitution. But,  it  belongs  not  to  the  Society  to  decide  what  may  or  may  not  be  the 
constitutional  powers  of  Congress.  In  relation  to  these,  tliere  exists,  we  are  aware, 
great  diversity  of  opinion,  and  while  the  Society  solieits,  in  behalf  of  its  design, 
the  consideration  of  the  National  Legislature,  it  neither  desires  nor  expects  aid 
which  can  be  afforded  only  by  violating  the  principles  of  the  Constitution.  It  pre- 
sumes Congress  to  know  its  own  duties  and  is  content  to  submit  the  merits  of  its 
cause  to  its  wise  and  patriotic  judgment. 

The  hostility,  manifested  towards  the  Amerieaii  Colonization  Society,  has  not 
been  excited  then,  by  any  departure  of  the  Society  from  the  dexii^n  and  the  princi- 
ples which  it  avowed  at  its  origin,  nor  yet  from  aiiy  thing  in  its  character  or  proceed- 
i)ig»  unfriendly  to  t)te  rif^hts  and  interests  of  the  Southern  States.  It  is  the  success 
of  the  Society,  it  is  the  fulfilment  of  the  hopes  and  predictions  of  its  Founders  that 
has  awakened  the  desperate  and  malignant  spirit  which  now  comes  forth  to  arrest 
its  progress.  Voluntary  emancipation  b'.'gins  to  follow  in  the  train  of  Colonization, 
and  the  advocates  of  perpetual  slavery  are  indignant  at  witMes>ing  in  ettectual  ope- 
ration, a  selieme  which  permits  better  men  than  themselves  to  exercise  without  re- 
otraint  the  purest  and  the  noblest  feelings  of  our  nature.  These  .■•trenuous  asserters 
of  the  right  Ki  judge  for  themselves  in  ngard  to  their  domestic  policy,  are  alarmed 
at  a  state  of  ihiiii;*  which  secures  the  same  right  to  every  individual  of  their  com- 
uuinity.  Do  they  apprehend  that  the  system  which  they  would  perpetuate  cannot 
eontitiue  uiiimi>aired  u»»/<.<;i  the  priviUge  q/'  emunci paling  his  slaves  for  the  purpose 
of  I'otvnizalion  shall  be  denied  to  the  master?  Do  they  feel  that  in  this  country 
Mild  tl^i^  a;;e  the  iutluences  of  truth  and  Freedom  are  becoming  too  active  and  power- 
ful and  that  all  their  forces  must  be  sniiinioned  to  the  contest  with  these  foes  to 
their  purposes  and  their  doctrines? 

If  >o,  their  defeat  is  inevitable.  Such  men  have  more  to  do  than  to  counteract 
the  elforts  of  our  Society.  Few  and  feeble  even  in  the  states  of  the  south,  ihcy 
must  ginl  them-'elves  for  warfare  against  all  the  Friends  of  virtue  and  liberty,  of 
man  and  Cod.  A  true  son  of  Virginia  has  said,  "I  may  be  permitted  to  declare 
that  I  would  be  a  slave-holder  to-day  without  .scruple.  Hut  I  hold  it  due  to  can- 
dour to  oay,  that  if  there  be  a  statesman  in  the  United  States,  and  I  believe  there  are 
two  or  three  such,  who  is  content  that  we  shall  always  hold  them  in  servitude,  and 
would  advise  un  to  rest  contented  with  them,  us  and  our  posterity,  without  seek- 
ing or  aecei>ting  means  of  liberating  ourselves  and  them,  he  deserves  a  heavier  ven- 
geance than  the  orator's  bile,  the  curves  of  America  counselled  to  her  ruin,  and  of 
outrased  Africa.      Lit  me  not  be  considered  llur^h;  for  inaMiiuch  as  the  piralicfd  tra- 
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dor  for  human  bciuirs  on  tlu-  Afririin  (.'oa'St,  tlu'  master  of  tin-  ^ilat  c'-slii|i,  is  tlic  UMWf 
doti-'ttnbK-  of  monstiTs  in  ii.-tion,  so,  I  niust  !tay,  in  tlic  ailvocutr  liy  cool  ur);nniciit  of 
slavi-ry  in  the  al)>tnu-t,  oli'nis  in  thoiiu'lit." 

Till-  Colonization  Six-ii'ty  wonlil  !«•  llu-  \.\-\  Iii>titiili.>ii  in  lii>-  uorld  to  lli^llll■ll  llu; 
«lonu-stic  tranqnilitv  of  tin-  Si'ntli.  AVhat  we  li;n  i-  now  writli-n  ha*  Ik-ch  in  »i'lf-dc- 
f«-nci'.  Tlif  intiTi'.sts  of  nianv  conivni.'d  in  lli-  niana';;v-iuriit  of  lliis  Scvicty  arr  idcn- 
titi.-d  witli  tlio-i.'  of  till-  Sontli,  and  wliiU'  tlicy  have  Inoki-d  to  tin-  SoutUci-n  States 
fjr  ellifii-nt  support,  tliev  liavo  roivivetl  thenet-  tin-  in;)>t 'cli-'orini;  and  substantial 
proofs  of  public  favour.  They  trust  that  tbi-y  are  not  insensible  to  the  responsibility 
under  which  they  act;  that  tlu'V  are  ever  disposed  to  take  counsel  of  prudence,  and 
that  their  motives  and  their  measures  are  not  luiwortliy  of  tiie  approbation  of  the 
American  people  and  of  Heaven. 

Numerous  in  almost  every  State  of  the  I'nion,  are  the  Friends  of  the  Society,  and 
few,  we  trust,  even  in  any  Slate,  are  its  enemies.  The  enthusiasm  of  youth  and  the 
wisdom  of  asfc;  tb,-  eloijiieuce  of  the  statesman  and  the  minister  of  Christ;  the  pow- 
er of  faith  and  jirayers  of  the  devout;  manly  vi;:^our  and  female  piety  and  benefi- 
cence, unitedly,  encoura^^e  and  sustain  it.  The  p'ood  of  this  world  and  the  glo- 
rious of  another  and  a  better,  look  joyfully  upon  a  spot  already  reclaimed  from  the 
dark.iess  and  (Jesert  of  Africa,  and  illumined  and  blest  with  civilization  and  the  gos- 
pel. On  the  ron;rh  and  stormy  waves  of  afHictior\,  in  which  for  ages  this  continent 
has  been  overwhelmed,  gleams  the  starofhojie  and  promise,  and  a  merciful  and 
heavenly  voice  break?  forth  from  the  cloud — it  is  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God — to 
.still  the  commotii.Kk  and  j'ut  the  wrath  of  the  tempest  to  sleep. 


(X...  4.) 

The  noble  plan  of  Mi-.  Geiiit  Smith,  <»f  New  York,  t(»  raise 
SI 00, 000  lor  tliis  Society,  in  the  coiirso  of  ten  years,  l)V  sub- 
scriptions of  SIOOO,  (each  subscriber  to  pay  SlOO  annually  for 
ten  years)  has  made  some  progress  during  the  year.  Wa  woultl 
by  no  means  despair  of  its  acctMoplishment,  thouii;h  we  regret 
extremi'ly,  tliat  our  wealthy  friciids  come  foru'ard  so  slowly  to 
give  it  their  patronage,  ^^'e  entreat  them  to  consider  the  mag- 
nitude of  llie  object,  and  to  lend  tlicir  aid  to  its  full  accompliih-- 
nient. 

Gcrril  Sm'-ih,  I'clcrlioro,  New  York. 

J;i.sper  (Joriiiiif,'',  (jiurleston,  South  (laroliiia. 

'Ibeodorc  Frelinpliuyscn,  Ni  w.irk,  Ntw  Jersey. 

John  'I'.  Norton,  Albany,  Ntw  York. 

K.  F.  U.ickos,  New  ll:i\eu,  (Jonnecliciit. 

A  (ieutieman  in  .Missi.sMippi. 

Mattlicw  Carey,  I'liilaiU  lijliiu. 

Josiali  Hissel,  Kocliester,  New  York. 

YVilliani  (,'raiie,  Kicion(iii(!,  \  'mjiniu. 

FlciTiin,^  ,I:iines,  diUo. 

A  Friend  in  Virjfinia. 
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Mrs.  M.  II.  C;iniiij,'ton,   Mrs.  Ann  Fi)nt;iine,  )       f  100  anniiall)  hy 

W'm.  A-  CumiitjtoM,  1*.  S.  (JuiTiii},'-toii,  5      ei|iuil  coiiuibutiunB. 

lien.  Eil\r;inl  Ciininyion,  .inil  Walter  C.  Ciirr'mgton 

A  few  GonUcnicn  near  Ouk  Mill,  Faiicuricr  Couiiij ,  \'a. 

llcv    Kbeiic/.er  Hiirg-css,  l)(.c!h:ir!i,  Mass. 

Hohert  Kalston,  Philadelphiu. 

Klliot  Crcsson,         ditto. 

!{i)hcrl  Gilmor,  Raltlniorc. 

(.eorjife  Hiirwtll,  FrudcTick  county,  Va. 

A.ssoci:ition  of  i;0  persons  in  Hev,  Dr.  Mead'8  parish,  Fredenck  co   Va. 

Hon.  Kdward  M'Gehce,  Mississippi. 

Uev.  Ur.  James  P.  Thomas,  Louisiana. 

Fouryoun^  Gentlemen  in  Ale.^andria,  D.  G. 

The  Auxiliary  Golonizalion  Society  of  Georijclow  n,  1).  C. 

Friend  in  Fredcricktown,  Md. 
Anotiier  Subscription   on  the    plan  of  (Jerrll  Smith,  in  Hisliop  .Mead's 

Cong-regation,  F'rederick  count)',  Va. 
John  Gray,  Fredericksburg-,  Va 
Solomon  Allen,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cortland  Nan  Rensselaer,  .\lljany    N.  V. 
Female  Colonization  Societj-  of  (ieorgetow  ii,  U   V, 
(Jcneral  Jolm  Hartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia 
'I'homas  Buffing'toii,  (iuyaiidott,  Va 
Judge  Burnett,  of  Ohio. 
Nicl)oIas  lirowne,  Providence,  U.  I. 


(No.   5.) 
Resululiiiiis  of  Stale  Lt'oislalttics. 

1  lit;  loUowiii;;  Slates  have  cxprcssod  in  tt'tiiis  iiioic  or  les.s  la- 
vouiablc,  their  approbation  of  tlie  plans  of  the  American  Colo- 


lilHu,  iJelaware,  Connecticut,  v  eriiiont,  KciKucKy  anu  inuiana, 
iiave  reconuneniletl  the  objects  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  to  the  patronage  of  the  National  Government,  (Vide 
Appendix  to  the  Tenth  .\nnual  Report  of  the  Society,  page  60, 
and  Report  lltli,  paj»;e  80.) 

During  the  \ear  18:29,  the  following  joint  Resolutions  passed 
the  Senate  of  K.ini  lcky,  with  only  three  dissenting  voices: 

Jiesolvcd,  ^-c.  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, be  rerine^tetl  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  procure  an 
appropriation  ol  monov  of  {'oiigrcs>.  to  aid,  so  far  n>>  is  consist- 
ent uiin  the  Coiislitiiliuii  ul  the  United  States,  in  Coloni/.ing  the 
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Free  People  of  Colon r  of  ttie  rnUcil  Stafes  in  Africa,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  I'nited  States. 

C.  That  (he  (Jovernor  of  this  State  he  refjiiested  (o  tianstiiit 
a  copy  of  tiie  fore2;oini;  resoluticr),  to  each  of  oiii-  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  (.'ori^rc^is,  and  to  the  (ioNt-rnors  cd' the  sever- 
al States. 

Mr.  Noble  of  Indiana,  presented  to  the  Senate  of  tlie  I'nited 
States,  a  joint  Resolution  of  the  Ii("zi>latiirc  (d"  tlie  State  of  In- 
diana, reconunending  the  American  Coloni/.ation  Society  to  the 
patronage  of  Congress. 

The  memorial  of  the  Coloni/.ation  Society  is  now  before  the 
Legislatures  (d" Massachusetts  and  New  York,  and  we  have  much 
reason  to  believe  that  both  o(  these  powerful  States  will  recom- 
mend its  object  to  the  favour  and  patronage  of  the  National 
Government. 

Tlie  subject  of  aftording  aid  to  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  has,  during  the  year  past,  been  before  the  State  lipgis- 
latures  of  Marylaml,  North  Carolina,  and  Louisiana. 


(No.  6.) 

Memorial  to  Congress. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  examined  the  History  of 
the  origin  anil  progress  of  the  Colonization  Society,  that  the  pow- 
ers and  resources  of  the  National  Government,  have  been  regard- 
ed by  most  ui'  its  Friends  as  alone  adequate  to  complete  the  de- 
sign of  African  Ccdoni/.ation.  The  Managers  (if  the  parent  In- 
stitution have  repeatedly  sent  in  their  petitions  to  Congress,  antl 
with  the  sanction  of  many  State  Legislatures  invited  that  body 
to  take  into  consideiation  the  claims  ot  their  object  to  the  pat- 
rcmage  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. —  TnL"  meuiorials  (d  the  Society  have,  generally,  been 
treated  with  respect,  and  several  eomn)ittees  to  whom  thev  have 
been  referred,  have  made  r»-;)urts  highly  favourable  to  the  views 
of  the  petitioner^.  in  Soth  lloii^i-s,  it  i^  believed,  (he  cause  of 
the  Society  has  been  rapidly  gaining  strength.  Almost  everv 
year  has  witnessed  some  aildition  to  the  nntnb..'r  of  States  which 
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have  til rini2;h  their  TiO^ishitures  instructed  their  Senators  and  ro- 
([uesteil  their  Representatives  to  j;ive  their  support  in  Congress 
to  the  object  of  the  Society,  liut  the  time  has  arrived  wlien  this 
subject  demands  the  more  i;eneral  and  serious  attention  of  the 
American  people. 

The  State  Society  of  Kentucky  has  resolved  to  second  the 
eiTorts  of  the  Parent  Institution,  by  presentin;^  its  own  memo- 
rial, with  the  signatures  of  citi/.ens  from  various  parts  of  the 
State,  to  Congress,  and  soliciting  that  body  no  longer  to  neglect 
the  appeals  made  to  it  in  behalf  of  a  great  enterprise,  most  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  welfare  of  our  country  as  well  as 
sanctioned  by  the  most  obvious  dictates  of  national  justice  and 
humanity.  Jf'c  hope  tJic  example  of  our  Frlenih  in  Kentucky  will 
be  imitated  by  all  the  Auxiliary  Societies  in  the  Lund.  Let  the 
people  of  the  United  States  speak  out  in  tones  of  solemn  ear- 
nestness in  behalf  of  the  scheme  of  African  Coloni/.ation. — 
Their  voice  will  be  heard;  and  the  energies  and  resources  of 
the  Government  be  brought  to  complete  a  work,  begun  in  weak- 
ness, but  unspeakably  important  to  this  country  and  full  of 
blessings  for  another. 


LIFE  MEMBERS 


Of  the  Colonization   Society,  by  the  contribution  of  S30,   or  up- 
wards, at  one  time,  to  the  funds  of  the  Institution. 


Baltimore. 
Cliarles  Carroll  of  Carrolton 
J  -V  1)  Arey  and  II  nidie 
A  Friilsfe  and  William  Morris 
James  W  M'Culloch 
Nathaniel  F  Williams 
J  Campbell,  .1  Ritchie 
Wilson  Millikins  &  Co 
Amos  A  Williams 
Isaac  M'lvim 
JohnE  Howard 
Robert  Gilmor 
Thomas  Elliott 
Alex  M'Donald 
Thomas  Tenant 
Peter  Hofl'man 
Georg-e  1 1  oilman 
John  Hoflman 
J  Oldfield 
Mr  Von  Capf 
J  [  Cohen 
Luke  Tiernan 
John  Perviance 
Richard  Caton 
William  Tyson 
N  Tyson 
Andrew  Ellicott 
James  Ellicott 
Iliig'h  Thompson 
John  M'Henry 
Philip  E  Thomas 
Evan  Thomas 
J  B  Morris 
Robert  G   Harper 
Robert  Oliver 
Boswell  L  Colt 
E  J  Coule 
John  Harr 
Wm  E  George 
L  P  Harrows 
John  Small 
R  H  Doii},'Iass» 

Jiirhmond,  f-'a. 
Hon  J  Marshall 
Rev  J  H  Turner 
David  I  IJiirr 
Rev  S  Taylor 
William  Crane 
Fleming'  James 


C/uirlrshm,  Jcjfcrsoti  count)/,  Va. 
Mrs  Elizabeth  Whiting' 
J  T  A  Washint^ton 

IVushini^lon,  D.  C. 
"Wm  Thornton* 
Henry  Clay 
R  U  Giirlcy 
Richard   Harrison 
Elias  B  Caldwell* 
Rev  Luther   Rice 

Georgetown,   D.  C. 
Mrs  Harriet  B  Macomb 
John  Laird 
F  S  Key 
John  ^lason 
J  T  Shafl'* 
Henry  Foxall* 
Richard  Potts 

Edward  Colston,  lierkli/  county,  Va. 
C  F  Mercer,  Leesburg,  Fa. 
Wm  H  ViV/.hu'^h,*  Fairfax  county,  Va. 
Thomas  Fairfax  do 

John  Randolph,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Philadelplda. 
Robert  Ralston 
Matthew  Carey 
Elliot  Cresson 
Samuel  Archer 
Richard  Dale 
Rev  Wm  A  Muhlenburg 
Rev  J  Jane  way 
Rev  Bishop  AVhite 
Alexander  Henry 
Mr.  Dandridf^e 
Solomon  Allen 

William  H  Crawford,  Georgia. 
William  Walker  do 

H  H  V,h:\\im:i\\,  .liinnpidis,  Md. 
Hon  B  Wiishington,*  .Mt.   Vtrnun. 
f;hurles  Marsh,  If'ood.ilor/,;  Vi. 
Rev  J  Caldwell,  ^  liapel  Hill,  N.  C. 
William  {.Murrmt,  Esuex  county,  Va. 
J  H  Coke,  Aitr  Canton,  Va. 
Rev  Seneca  While,  //«///,  Maine. 
Rev  S  I^  Pomeroy,  Bangor,  Maifi$, 
John  Dunlap,  Bntnuwick;  Maine. 
Rev  Thomas  C  I'pham,     do 
Rev  S  Everett,  /lallowell,  Maint. 
RcT  E  Uillolt,  D  D         du 
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Frederick  county.  Fit. 
Philip  Ihirwell 
Rev  Wni  Meade 
Richard  K  Meade 
David  Meade 
Jolin   Milton 
Wm  (Jainegy 
llugli  Holmes 
Oliver  Tunston 
James  Ship 
Nathaniel  Burwell 
Susan  Meade* 
Miss  Maiy  Meade 
Lucy  Meade 
Rev  A  Uelmain 
Daniel  Lee 
Mrs  Ann  U  Pag'e 
Mrs  Norris 
\Vm  Hay,  sen 
James  M  Hite 
John  Kerfoot 
James  Somers 
"\Vm  Mitchell 
Robert  Berkley 
James  Davis 
Stephen  Davis 
Miss  Judith  Blackburn 
Rev  Dr  Hill 
Hon  Robert  White 
Obd'h  Waite 
James  Baker 
Edward  Smith 
Joseph  Fountleroy 
Fielding  Somers 
P  Nelson 
Mrs  Blackburn 
George  Burwell 

Monsieur  Hyde  De  Ncuville,  Frarire. 
J  L  Smith,  Frederick  Tuivn,  Md. 
Richard  Potts  do 

Charleston,  S.  C. 
Rev  C  Gadsden 
Jasper  Corning 
Thomas  I  Grimke 
Wm  Smith 
Mr  Poinsett 
Mr  Gibbs 
Rev  Mr  Payson 
Robert  Smith 
Maj  Vanderhest 
Joiin  Anson 
Isaac  Ball 
AVm  ClarksoM 
Charles  (;  Pinkney 
Mrs  Russe! 

Hon  J  T  Sanford,  Tennessee. 
"Wm  RAbun,  Milledgeville,  Georgia. 


James  L  Lane.  Skepherdstown,  Fa. 
Hev  John  Matthews         do 
George  Carter,  Loudon  county.   Pa. 
John  Hose  do 

Boston. 
Mr  Bradford 
Rev  Wm  Jenks 
Rev  Paul  Dean 
Kev  Mr  Stretree 
A\m  B  Beadtbrd 
Kev  D  B  Palmer 
Samuel  Klliolt 
Joiin  Tappan 
Benjamin  Dearborn 
A  C  Lombard 
Francis  Watts 
Rev  Mr  Merritt 
Jolin  Sullivan 
Hev  Francis  Converse 
Joseph  P  Bradlee 
Mr  Paine 

Judge  Cranch,  Mexandria,  D.  C. 
Rev  Dr  Wilmer* 

A^eic  York. 
Col  Henry  Rutgers* 
Rev  Nathan  Bangs 
Rev  Gardner  Spring,  D  D 
Matthew  L  Clarkson 
Rev  Dr  Milnor 
Kev  James  M  Matthews,  D  D 
Rev  Gilbert  H  Livingston 
Kev  Mr  Snodgrass 
Rev  S  H  Cone 
tieorge  Gallagher 
Anson  G  Phelps 
Arthur  Tappan 
Rev  S  H  Cox 
Kev  H  Anthon 
John  M'Comb 

Kev  John  Johnson,  Newbttrg,  N.  Y. 
Rev  Jonas  King,  Greece. 

London,  G.  B. 
Mr  Canning  (British  Minister) 
B  Smith 

Bristol,  Rhode  Island, 
Rt  Hev  Bishop  Griswold 

Mmny,  N.  Y. 
John  T  Norton, 
Hon  Stephen  Van  Renssalaer 
Cortland  ^^1n  Rensselaer 
Ethan  Andrus,  Middlcfmry,  VI. 
Dea  Levi  Farwell,    Cambridge,  Mass 
Charles  A  Lord,  Kennebunk  Port. 
Daniel  W  Lord  do 

Hev  J  I'  Fessenden     do 
C  W  Williams,  Kennebunk  Maine. 
Rev  N  H  Fletcher      do 


Bi 


Rev  J  N  Muffit,  Dover,  .V.  H. 

Kev  .lo.si^pli  W  Clarv      do 

Co!  UaviJ  M:ick.  MidtUcficld,  Mtiss. 

I'riwiiUncf,  /i.  I. 
Rev  Stephen  (.iano 
Kev  James  Wilson 
Rev  Ilciiry  Kiles 
Rev  Natliaii  H  Crocker 
Thomas  V  Ives, 
Nicliolas  I^rowne, 

Rev  Orville  Dewey,  Newport,  Mass. 
Kev  Um  Patten,  D  I).         do. 
Rev  S  Holmes,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Rev  Setli  F  Swift,  Nantucket,  Mass. 
Rev  Steplien  Daily  do. 

Rev  F  Freeman,  Phjnumth,  Mass. 
Rev  James  Kendall,  I)  D 
Rev  Z  Willis,  Kinifston,  Mass. 
Rev  John  Allyn  Diuburi/,  Mass. 
Kev  D  Porter,  D  D .  Cafskttl,  N.  V. 
Gerrit  Smith,  Peterboro,  N.  Y. 
Rev  D  Thurston,  JVmthrop,  Maine 
Hon  Mr  llurnet,  Cincinnati,  Oh<o. 
Rev  Mr  Searle,  Grafton,  Maine. 
Rev  Spencer  Cone         do 
Rev  L  Bayley,  Massachusetts. 
Needham  L  Washington,  Urginia. 
Gen  John  H  Cocke,  do. 

Portland,  Maine, 
Rev  S  Ten  Broeck 
Rev  .Mr  Ripley 
Rev  A  Cummings 

Halifax  county,  Vu. 

lev  Charles  Dresser 

Jen  Edward  Carrington 

Valter  C  Carrinpton 

lev  A  Jones,  Charkstuwu,  Va. 
Fredericksburi^,  ["a. 

Ion  Huph  Mercer 

Irs  Louisa  Mercer 

ohn  Gray, 

C  Herbert,  Mart/land. 
lev  .Mr  Douglass,  Jllfred,  Maine. 


J  n  Skinner,  Edenlon,  N.  C. 
Sarah  Clcvcs,  Saco,  Maine. 

Srhenrctady,    N.  Y. 
Rev  Kliplialct  Nott,"  DD 
(Jol  D  Bullock,  hiaisa  county.    Fa. 
Kev  Mr  tiuille,  Mendon,  Ma.ss. 
Kev  E  Burgess,  Drdliarn,  Mass. 
Kev  Jonathan  Ward,  Plymouth,  N.  H. 
Joseph    Cowan,    .1u<^u.ttn  county,  Va. 
C  H  Shipman,    Newark,  N.  J. 
Hon  Theodore   Frelinghuysen 
Samuel  A  Elliot,  Portsmouth,  N.  ff. 
Friend  Crane,  Canton,  Mass. 
Caleb  Oaties,  Danners,  Mass. 
Mrs  Hetty  McErven,    Nashville,   Ten, 
Kev  G  Lemmon,  Fauquier  county,  Va 
Kev  I  J  Koberts,  Kdnifield,S.  C. 
John  McDowell,  Homney,  Va, 
Kev  John  McDonald,   do. 
E  F  Backus,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Josiah  Bissell,  Rochester,  N.   Y 
John  McPhail,  Norfolk,   Va, 
Wm  Maxwell         do. 
Hon  Edward  M'Gehae,  Mississippi. 
Kev  Dr  J  P  Thomas,  Louisiana. 
Mrs  Lydia  Anciaux,  iSavannah,  Geo, 
Rev  Nathl  S  Prime,  Cambridge,  N.    T 
Kev  Dr  Bullions  do. 

Kev  J  Allan,  Huntsville,  Jllabama. 
Chs  1  Aldis,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Rev  Isaac  Kellar,  Williamsport,  Md, 
Rev  B  I'appan,  Augusta,  Maine. 

Middletown,  Cmin. 
Rev  Jno  K  Crane 
Rev  Smith  Payne 
Rev  Mr  Burch 
V  B  Horton,  Esq 
Kev  E  Tyler 
Rev  Mr  Cookson 

Geo  W  Campbell,  Mtllsburg,  Must. 
Kev  Richard  Bibb,  Russelville,  Ky. 
Thomas  BuRington,  Guyandott,  Va. 
fiov.  E.  (/ole,  Edwardsvilli',  Illinois. 


'Dead. 


NoTF, — We  shall  be  thankful  to  our  fricnils  to  enable  us  to  supply  what 
is  deficient,  or  correct  what  in  erroneous  in  lliis  list.  Some  may  liu\e  been 
made  Life  Members  by  contributions  to  .\uxiliarics,  of  which  we  are  not 
informed. 
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